


PHILOPTOCHOS
By. . . .Soussana Tesseris

Hope everyone is keeping well.    Philoptochos
has begun planning the new year with many
worthwhile projects.   The Vasilopita coffee hour
was well attended, and we think everyone en-
joyed the vasilopita bread.    We sent $250 to
the St. Basil Academy.

There is a flyer in this Lamplighter about the
Zorba Dance coming up on February 25.   Please
look at it, and come and enjoy the fun.

Interfaith this year will be on February 28 at 9:00
AM.   Tickets are available for $8.50.   The event
will be at St. Mary’s Catholic Church  in Lan-
sing.    This is a day that is always worthwhile.
People of all faiths getting together and discuss-
ing worthwhile subjects.

MARK THESE DATES:
February 5................Philoptochos Coffee Hour

Loukoumathes
February 25....................................Zorba Dance
February 28...................................Interfaith Day

GOYA
By. . . .Maria Alexander & Koula Nicolaou

Cincinnati held its basketball tournament the
weekend of January13-15.  Our girls won 3rd
place.  It was well attended by Lansing.  Everyone
had a great time.  We thank all the parents for
driving and for their support.  Also a big thanks to
the Vsetula family for driving and for coaching.
On the weekend of January 21st about 20 goyans
and parents attended a GOYA dance in Sterling
Heights.  It was a great opportunity for our
GOYAns to meet others, and a good first step in
doing activities with other local communities.

February is a busy month for us.  The Dayton
tournament takes place on Presidents’ week-
end.  We hope to come back with more trophies.
All GOYAns and their families are invited to
attend even if you don’t play basketball.  Please
let us know before the end of January as we
need to make room arrangements.  February 25
we will host our annual bowling tournament for
which we will be inviting the Detroit churches
this year.  Also, we hope you can all support our
Macaronada Luncheon on March 5.

JOY
By. . . .Alicia Hostetler & Stacie Neros

Thanks to everyone who brought items to the
coffee hour in January! JOY is planning a bowl-
ing and pizza party at Royal Scott on February
12th. We hope everyone can make it! We will
caravan from church, but parents should make
arrangements to pick up kids at 3:00. There will
be no cost for the JOY kids, and we are looking
forward to a fun afternoon!!

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION
By. . . .Stephanie Haynie

This year we will unfortunately not be holding
the annual Oratorical Festival. We need some-
one to chair the event for 2007.  If you are will-
ing to take on this important, valuable event,
please let me know.  We would love to continue
its tradition next year! The students who partici-
pate experience a wonderful writing and public
speaking oppurtunity. Please consider chairing
this worthy event as a way to contribute to the
Sunday School program. Contact Stephanie
Haynie for more information.

February 19 - No Sunday School Classes

March 3 - Carnival Party 6:00-8:00 pm

March 6 - Lenten Potluck 6:00 pm. Followed by
the Great Compline service when the 4th-8th
graders participate by reading during the ser-
vice.

March 7 - Vacation Bible School meeting, 7:00
pm. More information to follow.

PROSFORON - Reminder
Thursday, February 2. . . . . . . . . . .  Sara Stajos

Presentation of Our Lord to the Temple

Sunday, February 5. . . . . . . . Bess Stamatakos

Sunday, February 12. . . . Martha Stathopoulos

Sunday, February 19. . . . . . . . . . . Elan Stavros

Sunday, February 26. . . . . .Kathleen Stephens



PASTORAL  REFLECTIONS
By. . . .Fr. Mark Sietsema

From Luke 2

And when the time came for their purification
according to the law of Moses, Mary and Jo-
seph brought the child Jesus up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the
law of the Lord, “Every male that opens the
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the
law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two
young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusa-
lem, whose name was Simeon, and this man
was righteous and devout, looking for the con-
solation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon
him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he should not see death before he
had seen the Lord’s Christ. And inspired by the
Spirit he came into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the law, he took him
up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen
thy salvation which thou hast prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and for glory to thy people Israel.”

To the eyes of the world, this story of the Pre-
sentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple
is nothing more than a heartwarming family
ceremony. Casual observers would see it as a
ceremonial rite of passage, perhaps, or merely
a happy “Kodak moment” for proud new par-
ents. It is, many would say, a curious ritual of
minor interest, but one without any real spiri-
tual significance.

But to those who read the Gospel with the eyes
of faith, this Fortieth-Day Blessing of Jesus
Christ constitutes an important salvation event
which we celebrate as a high and holy Feast
every second of February. For on this day a great
milestone is attained in the course of our salva-
tion.

In the Law of Moses it had been decreed that
the firstborn son who opened His mother’s
womb was to be brought to the Lord on the for-
tieth day in a solemn act of worship, to be sanc-
tified unto God as His special possession (Exo-
dus 13:2, Leviticus 12). And so, in conformity to
the ancient commandment, the Most-Holy

Theotokos and Joseph brought their child Jesus
to the Temple in Jerusalem.

Their intention was simply to fulfill the law of
worship. But what took place was a transforma-
tion of the very nature of worship itself, a re-
newal of what religion was all about.

This should not surprise us who keep the Feasts
of the Church: He who declared to His apostle
John, “Behold, I make all things new,” (Revela-
tion 21:5) had as His saving mission the renewal
of all things.  Every episode of the Gospels
shows the advancement of Christ’s agenda of
transformation.  By His Incarnation Christ de-
scended into the life of mortal man and so re-
newed our nature with immortality.   By His Cir-
cumcision, Christ received a name which re-
news our approach to God, for by invoking His
name we now have the perfect word of prayer.
By His Baptism, Christ entered into the Jordan
and changed the nature of the waters, transform-
ing that tributary of the Dead Sea into a medium
of blessing, of new life, and along with it all the
waters of earth.

And in the present Feast our Lord renews the
nature of worship itself. From time immemorial,
the human race had worshipped through the
offering of sacrifices as an expression of fear.
Bulls and goats were laid upon altars; offerings
of grain and libations of wine were poured out
by trembling supplicants before the powers of
divinity. These offerings were but a percentage
of their possessions, a mere substitute for their
souls, which they hoped to atone through the
fires of sacrifice. In the same way, on this day
the humble new parents from Bethlehem bring
an offering of two doves (Luke 2:24) as propitia-
tion to the God of Israel.

But something happens today that marks the end
of the era of animal sacrifice and the advent of
New Covenant worship. The offering unto God
is nothing less than God Himself.  And this must
be the pattern of worship from that day forward.
For what else do we offer in the Divine Liturgy,
but the very Body and Blood of the Son of God,
offered for the life of the world?  For this reason
we exclaim at every Eucharist: “Thine Own of
Thine Own we offer to Thee.”



REFLECTIONS, Cont.

This is the mystery which is revealed in the
events of the Presentation of Christ in the
Temple. The Mother of God, who is the supreme
figure of the Church, places Christ in the hands
of Simeon and receives Him back again. What
is this but a foreshadowing of our own Chris-
tian worship, week after week?

Like Simeon, every priest receives Christ into
his hands under the form of the amnos, the bread
that typifies the “Lamb of God.” Like Simeon,
therefore, the priest bears up Christ within the
holy place, with voice lifted up to bless the Most
High God (see Luke 2:28). And like Simeon, the
priest comes forth again from the holy place to
give Christ back to the Church as he distributes
the all-pure Body and Blood for the forgiveness
of sins and for life everlasting.

In one glorious moment the righteous Simeon
beheld the revelation of God’s plan of salvation
in the face of the forty-day old child in his arms.
He foresaw the end of blood sacrifices on altars
of stones; He understood that the Son of God
would forever live to make intercession for us
(cf. Hebrews 7:25), to be both “the Offerer and
the Offering, the One who receives and is dis-
tributed” to His people unto the ends of the earth.
And having seen the revelation, Simeon be-
lieved, and therefore he spoke these words:
“Mine eyes have seen your salvation, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your
people Israel” (Luke 2:30, 32).

No longer do we come to God’s temple in fear,
bearing offerings of dead animals. Now we
present a living sacrifice through the Eucharist
in the person of the Son of God, who is with us
whenever we are gathered together in His Name
(Matthew 18:20, 28:20), and Who is given back
to us, so that we too may become living
sacriMfices, holy and acceptable to God (Ro-
mans 12:1).

And in turn each one of us becomes another
Simeon when we receive Christ in the person
of the poor and needy, the sick and dying, the
widows and orphans: whenever, in other words,
we receiving the least of our brethren as though
they were Christ Himself. It is our Eucharistic
task, our “liturgy after the Liturgy,” to embrace
them, to bring them into the Church, and to dem-
onstrate to them the love, mercy, and power of
God. So doing, we transform every human en-

counter, every meeting with another person, into
an act of worship, into a new Presentation of
Christ.

The Presentation of Christ in Luke 2 is not a mere
Kodak moment.  It is a picture of the agenda of
Christian life, love, and adoration to the end of
the age!  May God bless our lives to be a con-
tinual commemoration of this feast, both in the
hour of worship and in every act of compassion
that we can accomplish in life.  Kai tou Chronou!

Pre-Lenten Teen Retreats
Pre-lenten retreats for young men or young
women, sponsored jointly by Hellenic College/
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology
and A.R.O.Y (Association of Romanian Youth)
will be held in February.

A retreat for young ladies will occur Feb. 17-19
at Holy Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction,
Michigan, focusing on the theme “Listening to
God and Following Him.” Cost is $45 for the
week-end (2 nights) lodging and meals or $20
for just Saturday.

A young men’s retreat will occur Feb 24-26 at
Camp Nazareth Orthodox Retreat Center in Mer-
cer, Pennsylvania, focusing on the theme “Spiri-
tual Warfare.” Cost is $45 for the week-end lodg-
ing and meals.

Both retreats promise to be good opportunities
to learn about our Orthdox faith and meet new
friends.
For more information and registration forms, see
the bulletin board across from the small social
hall or www.aroy.org.

By. . . .Mary Brown

Materials for The Lamplighter are due on
the third Monday of each month.  For the
March issue, materials are due on Febru-
ary 21.  Please email items to
mansour@msu.edu, or, if necessary, leave
hard copy in the parish office.



SAMPLE:   2006 Stewardship / Pledge Form
a) When your form arrives, please verify the information, Correct it, Provide informa

tion that is missing
b) Fill in the 2006 Pledges (shaded areas)
c) Return it to the Parish Office or place in the Sunday collection tray.



Parish  Organizations
and  the  2006  Officers

Many individuals are actively involved in serv-
ing the Holy Trinity community through its vari-
ous organizations.  To assist new members, and
to remind others, following is a list of various
groups in the parish, a brief statement of their
function, and the officers or elected members
of each group.

PARISH COUNCIL - The Parish Council, the
elected administrative body of the Parish,  is
responsible with the Priest to the Bishop for the
whole life and activities of the Parish, conducts
the secular affairs of the Parish and oversees
the maintenance and repair of the Parish prop-
erty.  The priest is an ex-officio member of the
Council.

Elaine Christofilis, Secretary
Stella Economy, Vice President
Hiram Fitzgerald, Treasurer
Yvonne Joseph
Mike Karagoulis
Curt Kosal
George Mansour, President
Vackis Nicolaou
Alexis Popoff
Georgana Popoff
George Sinas
Sue Vlahakis
Fr. Mark Sietsema

PHILOPTOCHOS, formally known as The Ladies
Philoptochos Society, is the main philanthropic
arm of the Greek Orthodox Church, and is the sec-
ond largest women’s religious charitable organiza-
tion in the United States. It is represented at the United
Nations on the Economic & Social Council.

Philoptochos Board

Diane Dellis
Stephanie Haynie
Frances Katsiris
Irene Kontis
Nancy Malvetis - Advisor
Olga Pascalenos - Treasurer
Ina Samra
Eleanor Spaulding - Secretary
Martha Stathopoulos
Soussana Tesseris - President
Koula Tzoumakas
Mary Volakakis - Vice President

AHEPA - Known formally as The American Hel-
lenic Educational Progressive Association, AHEPA
has worked nationally for almost a century to pro-
mote Greek heritage, community service, civic
responsibility, philanthropy, and individual excel-
lence.

Vackis Nicolaou - President
Michael Alexander - Vice President
Phillip Frangos - Secretary
Tony Fragale - Treasurer
Nicholas Limber - Athletic Director

GOYA - GOYA is Holy Trinity’s youth group for
high-school-age students.

Elitsa Nicolaou - President -
Kellie Kafantaris - Vice President
Nickki Bates - Secretary
Laura Skoric - Treasurer
Maria Alexander & Koula Nicolaou -

Advisors

JOY - the youth group for students of middle
school and junior high school age.

Alicia Hostetler & Stacie Neros
Advisors

BOARD OF AUDITORS -  Elected annually, this
group is responsible for auditing regularly the
accounting records of the Parish.

Nicholas Colovos
Greg Delyianne
Dan Popoff

ODYSSEY is a year-long program in Culture and
Greek Language for the children, young adults
and adult members of the parish.

Odyssey School Board:

Maria Alexander
Tula Frangos, Vice President
Curt Kosal
George Lafkas, President
Olga Pascalenos, Secretary
Georgann Popoff
Liana Pridnia
Sue Vlahakis, Treasurer
Angelos Vlahakis

Program Director:

Zana Litos



CHOIR
By. . . .Mary Brown

For February the choir will rehearse from 7:00-
8:30 p.m on
    Thursday, February 2
    Thursday, February 9
     Wednesday, February 15
     Wednesday, February 22

In March we will return to all rehearsals on
Thursday evenings so as not to conflict with the
Pre-Sanctified Liturgies on Wednesdays.

We are preparing special music for Great Lent.
If any interested singers would like to join us at
rehearsals and sing with us just for Great Lent
to explore this avenue of serving the Church,
we welcome you!

ODYSSEY:  Good News!
By. . . .Zana Litos

1.  Odyssey begins two new Modern Greek Lan-
guage classes this week; both are with MSU stu-
dents, who are taking the Greek Language for the
MSU foreign language requirement:  One is the Be-
ginning Class with non-Greek background students
and the other is the Beginning/Intermediate Class
for students with some Greek background.

2. Okemos High School officially recognizes the
Greek Language classes offered by Odyssey
Program to be part of the student’s curriculum
under the category “independent studies.”
Two Okemos High School students, Katie
Burges, and Stephanie Gibney, have been tak-
ing Greek Language at Odyssey program since
last year, and now Okemos High formally ac-
cepted to give them the foreign language cred-
its. And just yesterday, another Okemos High
School student, Jacob Dixon, who has been tak-
ing Greek Language Classes at our program
since last year, was officially informed by his
counselor that he too will receive credit for his
Greek Language.

As we promised some time ago, Odyssey is
starting to realize its goal of making the Greek
Language a creditable language in high schools.
The School Board admires these students for
their hard work thus far and encourages them
to keep going.

PRAYERS FOR THE HEALTH OF

Ethiopian Orphanages
By. . . .Mary Brown

A total of $2444.90 was collected to help the nuns
of Gethsemane Monastery to expand their new
orphanage in Dire Dawa, on the Somali border.

Upon learning the amount Holy Trinity parishio-
ners so generously contributed, our contact with
these orphans, Aster Tsegaye, said, “I fell to my
knees and wept with joy.”  Aster added about
$500 that she had collected, so $3,000 was sent
to Ethiopia on January 13.

As you may recall from the presentation about
the orphanages last fall, this new Dire Dawa
orphanage was built to accommodate 20 chil-
dren and has been besieged by over 80 children
who desperately need care and a safe haven in
this deeply impoverished and violent city.

The nuns have improvised a makeshift school
for the additional children during the day in
grass huts.  To expand the classroom and dor-
mitory facilities would require at least $12,000.
The $3,000 will be a good start and greatly en-
courages the nuns that God will provide the
means to care for these suffering children.

Thanks to all who donated funds as well as the
food for the special coffee hours held on the
orphans’ behalf. We hope to send more funds at
Pascha time should you still like to donate to
this worthy cause.

Mother Fikrte and the nuns send their gratitude
and will be praying for individuals who re-
quested prayers as well as for the entire Holy
Trinity parish.

- Maria Frangos
- Eleni Georgakopoulou
- Baby Konstantina Georgakopoulou
- Chrisoula Limber
- Georgana Popoff
- Nick Revelos
- Stan Setas






