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Forty days after His Resurrection, at the time of
His Ascension, Jesus gathered His disciples with
Him and promised that they would soon receive
the Holy Spirit.  He called upon them to be His
witnesses “…in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

This same calling is directed to each one of us
– not just to professional religious people such
as clergy and monastics. This calling to be wit-
nesses of the faith was originally directed to the
disciples, who were faithful people with ordi-
nary professions.  And these people changed
the world by their witness.  They didn’t do this
by use of their vast knowledge of theological
issues, but by their simple faith in what they had
experienced in Jesus.

The front lines of Jesus’ army today are you –
faithful men and women who live ordinary lives
in the world, attending school, making a living,
raising families, participating in the daily life of
our society.  You are the ones who will reach
the people whom we as clergy may never see –
relatives, friends, coworkers, and in athletics,
clubs and organizations. You will be placed in
situations where you will be a witness to your
faith – not by standing up and preaching – but
by the way you conduct yourself as a Christian.

In whatever you do, you are a Christian first – a
Christian athlete, a Christian doctor, a Christian
in business, a Christian parent, Christian
teacher, a Christian friend.

There will be good days – those days when
things fall into place and you feel that God is
using the gifts that He has given you for His pur-
poses. You will sense that He has placed you in
a certain situation for which you are uniquely
prepared. You will succeed and hopefully you
will honor Him with your success, knowing that
all that you accomplish has come from Him.

There will be bad days – those days when the
world seems to reward those who do not honor
God or His commandments, those who strive to
succeed regardless of the spiritual cost to them-
selves and others. Success, as it is measured
in the world today seems to reward unethical,
un-Christian behavior.  As Christians living and
working in this world, we struggle to remain
faithful, and are wounded in the battle.

Saint John Chrysostom referred to the Church
as a “hospital” where people come to wash
away their sins. The Church is like an army field
hospital where clergy and staff work behind the
lines, providing spiritual nourishment and a
place to be healed and refreshed in the faith.
People enter these doors each week, tired and
wounded in their daily lives, doing their best to
be faithful Christians in a world that does not
always encourage or reward Christian values.

The Church should be a safe place.  Just like
the giant cross painted on the army field hospi-
tals and vehicles to keep them from being at-
tacked, the cross of this church should remind
us all that Church is a safe place where we come
 to be healed, to be what God created us to be,



free from the fear of attack.

We are healed by praying and worshipping with
others.  There is a great sense of community
that gives us strength when we pray and wor-
ship together in liturgy.  We pray for ourselves
and others and we thank God for the many bless-
ings in our lives

We also lay out our troubles before Him, as
Hezekiah did in the Old Testament when he
“spread out his troubles before the Lord.”  There
is no problem so small that we cannot place it
before God in prayer.  As Saint Paul wrote to the
Philippians, “…in all things, by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God, and the peace of God,
which passes all understanding, will set your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

It is important to let God speak to us.  The Holy
Spirit may move us in the silence of prayer, in
interaction with other people of faith, and
through the reading of Holy Scripture. This of-
ten-neglected source of spiritual nourishment
has the ability to change your life.  Reading our
Bible, participation in worship and sacraments,
and daily prayer provide us with the spiritual
armor to face the challenges of daily life and to
be witnesses of our faith by the way we live our
lives.

In his book, Bread for Life, New Testament Pro-
fessor Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos writes, “God
will provide many opportunities to the growing
Christian for sharing with others his or her ex-
perience with the Bible. What better witness for
the truth of the Christian faith than a solid Chris-
tian life nourished by Holy Scripture and radiat-
ing true Christian love at home, at Church and
at work?”

God will place you in situations to share your
faith. As He called upon His disciples on the day
of His Ascension, He has also called upon you
to be His witnesses “…in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

On Tuesday evening, June 13, at 7:30 p.m. Fr.
Mark will moderate a group discussion on the
topic of the book and the movie The Da Vinci
Code.  All interested parishioners are welcome
to come with questions and observations about
the ideas put forth in this book.

ANNOUNCEMENT

PRAYERS FOR  THE  HEALTH OF

- Mary Kavalaris
- Irene Christofill
- Jan Gunansky
- Goldie Heos
- Irene Kontis

AMY PUTNAM for taking first place in the Me-
tropolis of Detroit St. John Chrysostom Oratori-
cal Festival held recently in Indianapolis.  Amy
now goes on to the Archdiocesan Finals in San
Francisco on the first weekend of June.  Eis
Anotera!

The Metropolis District Festival was held in April
at St. Nicholas Church in Troy.  Andrea and Erica
Krantz represented Holy Trinity in the junior di-
vision, both receiving honorable mention hon-
ors.  Amy Putnam and Philip Karagoulis were
our representatives in the senior division; Philip
received honorable mention.

We are proud of all of our young people for their
participation in this year’s festival, and we wish
Amy all the best as she represents the Metropo-
lis in the national competion.

CONGRATULATIONS  TO. . . .

Sunday, June 4..............................Kim Vlahakis
Saturday, June 10......................Mary Volakakis

Saturday of Souls
Sunday, June 11.......................Dolores Vosovic
Sunday, June 18.......................Diana Voutsaras

Sunday of All Saints/Father’s Day
Sunday, June 25      Nonie Vsetula

PROSFORON:  A Reminder

CONDOLENCES  TO. . . .

- The family of Bob and Georgia Kaplan
on the passing of Georgia’s mother in Greece

- Tula Frangos on the passing of her aunt
in Philadelphia.
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PARISH  COUNCIL
By. . . .George Mansour

1.  Clergy-Laity Congress.  The parish delegates
to the 2006 Clergy-Laity Congress to be held in
Nashville TN, July 15-21, elected recently are
Elaine Christofilis and Alexis Popoff.  In addi-
tion, in accord with Archdiocesan Parish Regu-
lations, the Priest and the President of the Par-
ish Council will also be delegates.  A report on
the Clergy-Laity will be issued to the commu-
nity following the Congress.

2.  Parishioner Support Fund.  In the annual bud-
get the parish has for several years included
the line item “Parishioner Support Fund” with
an allocation of $3000 designated to aid parish-
ioners in need.  In 2003 the General Assembly
approved the following amendment to the By-
laws:  “9.4.2.The Parish shall maintain a segre-
gated and restricted fund for the specific pur-
pose of assisting parishioners in need.  This
fund shall be designated as the ‘Fr. John Pa-
rishioner Support Fund.’  The Priest adminis-
ters these monies.  In his periodic reports each
year to the Parish Council on their use he main-
tains the confidentiality of the parishioners as-
sisted by this fund.”  Owing to questions raised
concerning the fund, the Parish Council ap-
proved the following set of procedures at its
May meeting:

1. The line item allocation in the annual
budget designated for parishioner support does
not carry over and is not part of the Fr. John
Memorial Fund.

2. Support given to parishioners is the
administrative responsibility of the Priest, and
he should first use the $3,000 from the annual
budget allocation, before drawing from the
newly designated account, in order to allow the
memorial fund maximum opportunity to grow
even without new revenue investment.

3. Members of the Community shall be
informed that the Fr. John Memorial Fund is
available to receive new contributions.

4. When the Fr. John Memorial Fund
reaches $10,000, the annual operating budget
line for parishioner support will be eliminated.

4.a. Monies received in excess of
$10,000 shall be invested in a newly established
Endowment or Trust as recommended below.

5. If the Fr. John Memorial Fund balance
ever is reduced to the $5,000 level, the annual
operating budget line of $3,000 shall be restored
and utilized according to Procedural Rule 2.

3. Assuring the Future through Long-Range Fi-
nancial Planning:  Parish Endowment or Trust.
The Parish Council discussed the need to have
a long-range funding plan for the parish that
does not rely solely on cash stewardship or
fundraisers, currently the two principal sources
of our funding.  Gifts, Bequests and Memorials,
for example, can produce the most income
when placed into an independent non-profit En-
dowment or Trust which has explicit charitable
goals.  Council agreed to pursue the following
recommendations:  a) to launch immediately a
plan to inform Council members about Estate
and Wealth Planning; b) to begin to examine
legal requirements for establishing an indepen-
dent non-profit endowment fund, dedicated to
supporting religious and other activities of Holy
Trinity.  Once information has been gathered,
experts will be invited to give presentations
about the same at special meetings for the com-
munity.  A formal proposal will then be devel-
oped for consideration by the General Assem-
bly.  General Assembly approval is, of course,
required to establish this type of financial
mechanism.

4. Iconography.  We anticipate that the new
icons will be installed in early November.  As
reported last month, the plan is to have the new
iconography and iconostasis appropriately
dedicated and celebrated in 2007.   Dates when
the Metropolitan can be available are now be-
ing ascertained, and then the availability of the
Archbishop for those dates will be determined.
A committee of parishioners is currently being
formed to plan the event.  The dedication will
require the assistance of many parishioners.
Please be prepared to respond when called upon.
Further information will be disseminated to the
community as soon as it can be confirmed.

5.  A Taste of Greece.  Reminder.  The Taste of
Greece dinner will be held on Thursday, 8 June,
4:30 - 7:30 pm.  All of the parish organizations
have had representatives help plan the dinner,
and the assistance that parishioners have will-
ingly provided reflects their intent to make this
a very successful event.  Many have already
stepped forward to help:  selling tickets, dis-
tributing posters, planning, preparing signage
and advertisements, searching out good prices
for ingredients, preparing food, and asking what
else they can do for the event.  Working together
in Christian fellowship on a parish event, as one
parishioner has said, is a joyful reward in it-
self,  regardless of the funds raised--an attitude
that clearly bodes well for success.
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I BELIEVE IN…
By. . . .Fr. Christopher Metropolus
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

(Editor’s Note:  Fr. Christopher is Fr. Chris of , is the
founder of the weekly radio program “Come Receive
the Light.”  The following article appeared in the May
19, 2006, issue of “Come Receive the Light.,  The Ortho-
dox Christian Radio Program.   The Weekly Newsletter
of the Orthodox Christian Network.”)

Have you ever thought about the difference be-
tween “I believe” and “I know?”

Many today prefer “I know” to “I believe.” They
want assurance beyond a doubt that something
is “true” and they will discount any idea that may
not be – or may not be able to be – “proven” to
their satisfaction.

But faith isn’t like that. Faith says “I believe,”
and its belief isn’t solely dependent on empiri-
cal proof. Faith doesn’t require proof; it requires
love and trust. It is like a father asking a son to
jump into his arms. At that moment the son de-
cides what he believes about his father. Will my
father catch me or let me fall? If there is love
and trust, the son jumps.

That’s why so many arguments about the truth-
fulness of the Christian faith leave me a little hol-
low. It seems many even within the Christian
community have accepted the notion that “I
know” is more powerful than “I believe.” Books
have been written about how this fact proves
Christianity and that fact proves Christianity.
They even offer some “evidence that demands
a verdict” to show beyond a doubt that Christ
rose from the dead. Right now there is a team
of explorers planning another trip to Mt. Ararat
in Turkey to “find” Noah’s Ark. And these
so-called proofs of the faith simply create more
opportunities for folks to disagree over the in-
terpretation of these same “facts.”

Do I discount the importance of this evidence?
No, not at all. But while it is encouraging to see
these facts brought to light, I would still believe
even if this “evidence” didn’t exist,. I believe
because I love and know God. In fact, much to
the chagrin of many modern day “thinkers,” the
ancient path to understanding and true knowl-
edge is to believe so that I might understand.

The truth is that all of us “look through a glass
darkly,” and much of the things we think we
know are really strongly held beliefs. That’s OK.
It doesn’t diminish the truth or power of those
beliefs at all. It is only when we believers ca-
pitulate to the spirit of the age – “unless I can
see it I won’t believe it” – that we give up the
most powerful proof of all, our faith.

What is our belief based on? What is the foun-
dation of our belief?

Is it the Scriptures, perhaps? Maybe, but what
about the myriad of interpretations about the
meaning of the Scriptures? Is it tradition? That
would be fine, but which tradition?

No, our faith is based not on ideas, like the other
world religions, but on a Person Who said “I am
the Way, the Truth, and the Life…” Our faith is
centered on and focused on Jesus Christ, the
Author and Finisher of our faith.

That’s why the Creed we recite each week at
Liturgy is called “The Symbol of Faith.” The
Creed accurately reflects the Face of Jesus
Christ back to us. The Creed (the word itself
means “I believe”) is the embodiment of what
we hold to be true and what we declare as the
foundation of our lives and our actions. This
Creed helps us make visible what we believe
about Jesus Christ and His Church.

The Creed we Christians recite and attempt to
live out in our lives provides us with three An-
chors that keep us connected to the faith of
Christ.

First, the Anchor of Continuity. Whenwe hold the
faith of the Creed we confess more than just old
words. We confess continuity with all our broth-
ers and sisters throughout the ages who have
held this faith as well. The Creed, with the Lit-
urgy, the prayers, and preeminently the Scrip-
tures themselves, is more than a rote recitation
of empty ideas. It is a direct and continual con-
fession of communion with those who have
gone before.

Second, the Anchor of Confession. The truths
preserved for us in the Creed provide us a way
to confess a common faith. The whole purpose
of catechism is to make sure that converts com-
ing into the faith mean the same thing we do
when we all confess the Creed together. Just
being able to remember the Creed is one thing,

4



but more important is the ability to truly under-
stand and believe what you are saying. Truly
and authentically confessing the Creed of the
Church is central to being an Orthodox Chris-
tian.

Finally, the Anchor of Christ. We have said that
the Creed is called the Symbol of our faith. The
Creed, like the Scriptures, like the lives of the
saints, like the Liturgy, like the Church itself,
reflects the heart and face of a Person. It is not
a religious philosophy or mantra. The Creed
brings us face to face with Jesus. Because Chris-
tianity means professing and living the central-
ity of our relationship with the Person of Jesus,
our everyday lives can now reflect the timeless
wisdom and beauty of Christ. Jesus came to bring
us to the Father, and to send the Holy Spirit so
that our daily lives would be transfigured into the
very life of Jesus. The Creed and saying the Creed
with understanding is another tool the Church has
preserved for us to be truly Christian.

FRIENDS  OF  THE  METROPOLIS
By. . . .George Mansour

The Metropolis is seeking the help of parishio-
ners to be able to carry out its diverse minis-
tries.  The support of individuals will help en-
sure that the needs of the faithful throughout
the Metropolis are answered and that Orthodox
Christianity can become a more visible religious
presence in local civic communities as well.

Through their contributions, parishioners can
help assure that the apostolic function of the
Metropolitan’s Office and the Metropolis-based
programs of outreach and Christian ministry will
not be hampered by financial constraints.

The Metropolis receives no Archdiocesan sup-
port to fund the day-to-day operations of the Me-
tropolis or to pay such necessary expenses as
telephones, computers, stationery, copiers, of-
fice equipment, postage, office supplies, repairs,
utilities, maintenance, or travel-related ex-
penses.  The Archdiocese does allocate its ben-
efit funding to the Metropolis in the form of sala-
ries for limited personnel, and the associated
costs of FICA, medical insurance, and pension
costs.

Monies received from the Friends of the Me-
tropolis campaign will be used to: support the
functioning of the Metropolis Center, provide
support services to the Clergy and Parishes, pro-
vide Training and Leadership Seminars through-
out the Metropolis, help fund the Youth Office
and related expenses, improve Adult
Catechetical Programs, support Outreach Pro-
grams, and to help continue Endowed Scholar-
ship and Mission programs.

His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas and the
Metropolis Council ask parishioners to partici-
pate in the Friends of the Metropolis Program
by making an annual commitment that will help
assure that the work of the Church will continue
unhindered.

Your financial gift can be made payable to the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit and may
be sent directly to:  Friends of the Metropolis,
Metropolis of Detroit, 2560 Crooks Road, Troy,
MI 48084.

Thank you to all who have returned their 2006
pledge forms and are fulfilling their pledges.

Our new stewardship “thermometer” is slowly
moving up.  Check it’s progress in the front foyer
of the church.

For those of you who still have not returned your
pledge forms please do so soon.  If you have
not received a form or have misplaced yours
and would like another one, please call the
church office, and Mary will be glad to send one
out to you.

STEWARDSHIP
By. . . .Stella Economy & Sue Vlahakis

A Taste of GreeceA Taste of GreeceA Taste of GreeceA Taste of GreeceA Taste of Greece
Thursday, 8 June, 4:30-7:30 pm
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PHILOPTOCHOS
By. . . .Olga Pascalenos

We would like to thank all the members who
brought goodies for our May 7 coffee to benefit
the Southside Community Kitchen. Ninety three
dollars was collected. Our budgeted amount of
$200 will be sent to support this worthwhile effort.

Philoptochos is working with our other church
organizations to prepare for A Taste of Greece
on Thursday, June 8. We encourage our mem-
bers to help out with the prep work and on the
day of the event. The baklava will be made on
Wednesday, May 31 and Thursday, June 1. Start
time is 9:00. We want to do our part in making
this first time event a success!

New in our gift shop is a video tape entitled Bi-
lingual Baby which has been recommended by
some yiayias in our own parish. We have ten
tapes at this time. They sell for $18.00. If you
are interested please see any Philoptochos
board member.

We will begin our activities again in the fall. Look
for information on the 2006 bake sale. We ask
our members to please consider filling out and
returning the volunteer form you will be receiv-
ing in the fall.  We will keep our organization
strong with your participation in the activities
that we undertake. Where there are many hands
to help out, a lot can be accomplished.

June 5  Board meeting: time and place TBA
We hope everyone has an enjoyable summer.

Vacation Bible School
Summer is here!!  Have some summer fun with
us at Son Treasure Island Vacation Bible School!
VBS is for children entering Kindergarten-5th

Grade.   The kids will have an afternoon of sing-
ing, games, crafts, bible lessons, and fun with
friends.   Join us June 19-22, from 1:00-3:30.
You can register by calling Stephanie Haynie,
351-8228, or by filling out a form and turning it
in to the church office.  We hope to see you!

June 4   Sunday School Coffee Hour
Please bring a fruit plate or dessert item to share.
Proceeds will go towards VBS.  Thank you!

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION
By. . . .Stephanie Haynie

AHEPA
By. . . .Phillip Frangos

AHEPA is delighted to be part of the June 8
fundraising event A Taste of Greece on behalf
of our church.  If any Ahepan has not yet volun-
teered to help for this most worthy activity,
please do so as soon as possible.  Help is needed
not only on the day of the event but also for prepa-
ration in the days leading up to the fundraiser.
Although there is a great deal of hard work in-
volved, the fellowship and joy of working together
for our church make it all worthwhile.

The May 20 AHEPA outing to Oldsmobile Park
to see the Lansing Lugnuts play baseball was
well supported.  Over 40 persons bought tick-
ets to spend a Saturday evening at the old
ballpark to cheer the home team, eat some hot
dogs, drink some pop and beer, and generally
have a good time.

This year’s District Convention is a one-day af-
fair.  It will be held at St. Nicholas Greek Ortho-
dox Church in Troy.  The convention begins with
registration at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning,
June 10, and concludes with the banquet that
evening.  If you have any questions, please call
Phillip Frangos at 351-0038.

The national convention is being held at the
beautiful Westin Diplomat Resort and Spa in
Hollywood, Florida, on July 24-30.  Hotel reser-
vations must be made by calling the hotel which
is close to being sold out.  Additional informa-
tion may be obtained by visiting www.ahepa.org.

In case you missed it, The AHEPAN magazine in-
cluded a good picture and article honoring  our
six life members at September’s Village Feast.
The article is on page 31, Spring, 2006, issue.

MEIJER  REWARDS

Are you a member of the Meijer Community Re-
wards Program?  Holy Trinity receives on aver-
age $100 a month from Meijer because parishio-
ners who shop at Meijer show their Rewards Card.

No cost to individuals, and the parish receives
financial rewards. Apply at Meijer, or on-line at
www.meijer.com, or in the parish office.  The
parish’s assigned number is 833482; you will need
this number for your application.
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(This group picture was taken at the conclusion of the AHEPA recognition ceremony of graduates on
Palm  Sunday.   More images of the graduates and their parents from that day can be viewed at the
parish’s website www.holytrinity-lansing.org under “Past Events.”)

HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES - 2006
CHUCK BARYAMES is graduating from East Lan-
sing High School. The son of Art and Cynthia
Baryames, Chuck is an ardent golfer.  He has
earned valuable experience working at
Baryames Cleaners.  Chuck will attend Michi-
gan State University and study business.

ELIZABETH BROWN is graduating from Lansing
Catholic High School.  A member of the National
Honor Society, she has participated in five
school musicals, Spanish Club, Italian Club, and
the marching and jazz bands.  She played jun-
ior varsity tennis, was on the track team, and
was a member of the GOYA basketball team.
Elizabeth has been a member of the MSU
Children’s Choir, Youth Treble Ensemble,
Greater Lansing Flute Choir, and the Holy Trin-
ity Choir.  She has received numerous first rat-
ings for flute and piano.  She enjoys canoeing
and backpacking.  Elizabeth is the daughter of
Alex and Mary Brown.  She will attend Michi-
gan State University where she will study engi-
neering.

JACOB DIXON is the son of Tamara Wright.  (No
further information provided by student.)

RICHARD MATTHEW FARRAN is receiving his

diploma from Holt High School.  He has been
listed on the school honor roll four years. He is
captain of the varsity soccer team and a mem-
ber of the varsity track team.  Richie earned
several All Conference academic awards in soc-
cer and track.  He was selected to the CAAC All
Conference soccer team.  He has served as an
altar boy at Holy Trinity.  Richie has done volun-
teer work for the Holt Food Bank, the Habitat for
Humanity, and the Holt Youth Soccer Camp.  The
son of Richard and Pamela Farran, Richie will
be attending Michigan State University, James
Madison College, where he plans to study pre-
law.

ALEXANDRA GRIMM is graduating from Lansing
Eastern High School.  She is the daughter of
Garry and Ann Grimm.  (No further information
provided by student.)

KELLIE KAFANTARIS, the daughter of Karen and
Louie Kafantaris, is graduating from Grand
Ledge High School.  A member of the National
Honor Society, she has participated in several
school musical groups, varsity tennis, and fo-
rensics.  She is a member of GOYA and has done
volunteer work for the AARP. Kellie will attend
the University of Michigan.
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ELITSA NICOLAOU is graduating from
Laingsburg High School where she is the class
valedictorian, a member of the National Honor
Society, Foreign Exchange Club, Michigan Math
League, and participated in several school musi-
cals.  She has received departmental awards in
math, science, social studies, and English.  Elitsa
has played basketball, volleyball, and run track
for her school.  She is GOYA president and was
the team’s most valuable player in several GOYA
basketball tournaments.  Her interests include
photography, travel, and all aspects of Hellenic
culture.  The daughter of Vackis and Koula Nicolaou,
Elitsa will attend the University of Michigan.

ELISE SHANNON PEANEY, the daughter of Karen
and James Peaney, is graduating from Okemos
High School.  She has been active in student gov-
ernment for four years, co-chair of student-staff
relations, and on the student leadership commit-
tee.  She is a member of the varsity soccer and
cross country teams.  Elise has volunteered at
retirement homes and is employed at L&L Food
Centers.  She is a member of GOYA.  Elise will
major in nursing at Lansing Community College.

AMY PUTNAM is graduating from Lansing East-
ern High School.  She is vice-president of the
National Honor Society, an officer of the Student
Senate, a member of the marching band and sev-
eral choral groups.  She served as captain of the
varsity soccer and cross-country teams.  Amy is
a member of GOYA, 4-H, and Christian Youth in
Action.  The recipient of the Every Day Hero Award
for organizing three school blood drives, she is
also a volunteer at a local nursing home.  The
daughter of Chuck and Debbie Putnam, Amy will
attend Michigan State University where she will
major in crop science.

JOSHUA SMALLEY is graduating from East Lan-
sing High School.  He is the son of Michael and
Barbara Smalley.  (No further information provided
by student.)

LAURA SKORICH, the daughter of Dan Skorich
and Cathy Harris, is graduating from DeWitt High
School.  She is a member of the National Honor
Society.  She was a member of the school bas-
ketball and soccer teams for four years.  Laura
has been selected to the Academic Hall of Fame
and is a member of the All-Academic soccer and
basketball teams.  She is a member of GOYA.
Laura will attend Michigan State University where
she will study structural engineering and inter-
national business.

GRADUATES, Cont.

The production of The Lamplighter each month
involves the collaboration of a number of indi-
viduals whose willingness to participate in this
joint effort is much appreciated.

The array of contributors who write monthly, or
occasionally, for The Lamplighter — reporting
on organization activities, or informing the com-
munity of special notices or events — provide
the substance that makes the newsletter what it
is.  Thank you for writing for the community and
for responding promptly to the call for materials.

Ms. Mary Heiderson, the Parish Secretary, over-
sees the duplication of each issue, assembles
monthly a group of parishioners who volunteer
to fold, seal, address and prepare the issue for
mailing.  Ms. Heiderson also runs interference
regularly with the postal service officials when
delivery of an issue takes longer than it should.
Thank you, Mary.

The group that prepares the issue for mailing
varies each month depending on who is avail-
able.  This part of the process has included a
number of individuals who respond faithfully
and diligently when called upon to ready the
Lamplighter for mailing according to schedule.
For those whose names are inadvertently omit-
ted here, I apologize to you in advance.   Many
thanks are in order for:  Reva Abood, Karen
Colovos, Diane Dellis, Ethna Haggerty, Cindy
Hoag, Olga Pascalenos, Ina Samra, Ljubica
Suzic, Dee Vosovic, Sam Vosovic, Ange
Vlahakis, Angela Vlahakis, Betty Vlahakis.
Thank you for your devoted service.

A little over seven years ago I was asked to serve
as interim editor of The Lamplighter until some-
one could be found for the job.  I recently asked
to be relieved of this interim post.  I take this
opportunity thank a group too frequently over-
looked for their contributions.  I refer to the read-
ership who during these seven years has pro-
vided feedback about  monthly issues, com-
menting on some of the pieces, suggesting ways
to improve the newsletter, to make it more read-
able, more useful, more attractive.  I sincerely
thank you for your collaboration, and I thank the
Holy Trinity community for the opportunity to have
served as editor The Lamplighter.

THE  LAMPLIGHTER:
A  Note  of  Appreciation

By. . . .George Mansour
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ODYSSEY
By. . . .George Lafkas, Board President

On behalf of the Odyssey Board I would like to
congratulate all the participants in this year’s
program.  During this past year we have had
several accomplishments we can all be proud
of:

••••• Under the leadership of Dr. Zana Litos,
we have seen an expansion in the pro-
gram for adults and high schools stu-
dents

 •••••    For the first time, we offered classes for
university students designed according
to the university’s language requirement.

••••• MSU offered foreign language credit to
a participant of the Odyssey,  as Inde-
pendent Study Program

••••• Several area high schools are offering
credit for participants of the Odyssey
program.

••••• Our Odyssey program teachers, Eleni
Georgakopoulou, Melina Litos and Stella
Sorovingas, have provided a supportive
classroom environment for our younger
students.

••••• A special thank-you goes out to Elaine
and Nick Kritselis for providing instruc-
tion for our Greek dance class.

As this school year comes to an end the Odys-
sey Board is looking forward to planning next
year’s program.  If you have suggestions for the
Odyssey program, please feel free to contact
me or any board member to share your thoughts.

March 17, 2006

To Our Dear Brethren in Christ:

Recently our family experienced a significant
financial trial of which Father Mark was aware. 
At his offer on your behalf, one unexpected ex-
pense which we would have been unable to
meet, was generously handled through our
church family.  We are very grateful that our
need was recognized and cared for by our kind
priest.  But without the on-going financial sup-
port of Holy Trinity over the years by its mem-
bers, he would have had little to offer us beyond
compassion.  We are grateful to all of you who
have been faithfully giving your stewardship of-
fering to the church month after month, year
after year.  We are grateful that in the midst of a
budget so stretched, there is still room to offer
help to parishioners in need.

The Bible says in Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”  Since it has been quite
blessed to receive, we are happy to know that
you will all be even more greatly blessed!  Thank
you for being the body of Christ in action where
members care for one another.  You have made
the love of God something very practical and
tangible in our lives.

In Christ,
A Parish Family
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PARISHIONER  SUPPORT  FUND
By. . . .Fr. Mark Sietsema

Fr. John Poulos of blessed memory was the
priest of Holy Trinity for some three decades.
When he fell asleep in the Lord five years ago,
the Parish Council in 2001 passed a unanimous
motion to use the monies donated in memory
of Fr. John to establish a fund to help out mem-
bers of this community who are in financial
need.  A bylaw to this effect was passed by a sub-
sequent General Assembly. This decision of the
Council and the Assembly was a most fitting trib-
ute to a dedicated pastor and spiritual father.

At the May 2006 meeting the Parish Council for-
malized the details establishing this fund. Pa-
rishioners who have a heart for those in need
may now make gifts directly to the Parishioner
Support Fund.  In addition, those who are mak-
ing funeral arrangements for a loved one may
also designate that memorial donations be made
to the church for the Parishioner Support Fund.
In this way the memory and loving legacy of Fr.
John may be perpetuated in the life of our com-
munity for decades to come.

The Fund is administered by the Parish Council
at the direction of the priest.  If you are aware of
a financial need in the parish (your own or some-
one else’s), please speak with the priest about
the possibility of receiving aid from the Parish-
ioner Support Fund.

Open  Letter  to  the  Community



A  Taste  of  GreeceA  Taste  of  GreeceA  Taste  of  GreeceA  Taste  of  GreeceA  Taste  of  Greece
Preparations are well under way for the parish-wide event “A Taste of Greece” which will take place on
8 June 2006.  All parish organizations are joining forces to plan and implement this event which invites
the greater Lansing community to a dinner at Holy Trinity.  Patrons may dine in or drive thru to enjoy a
complete dinner of 1/2 Chicken, Greek-style, Rice Pilaf, Spanakopita, Greek Salad, Bread, Baklava for
$10.  The proceeds from this fundraiser will go towards the cost of the parish’s new roof and steeple.
The images below show some of the many workers preparing spanakopita for this event.
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