
Christ is Risen!  Christos Anesti! Al-Masiah Qam! 

If  this article does not apply to you, please stop reading when you realize it and skip to the 
next piece. Don’t be offended; just move on.  But if  it does apply, please read to the end. 

 

First, let me start with a bit of  personal information:  I love giving you Holy Communion.  It is one 
of  the happiest events in my priestly life.  I love seeing you in the Communion line, because 
your presence there means that you share my love for God and for His Son Jesus Christ.  I love 
to recite the formula for Communion and include your name.  Speaking all those beautiful, 
holy Christian names is like telling the story of  salvation.  On a good day, we cover all the    
different saints from every era of  Church history.  It’s just the mountain-top for me! 

 

But lately … well, lately I haven’t seen you.  And we’ve had some big events lately.  Maybe you 
were out of  town for Pascha.  But I didn’t see you the week before on Palm Sunday or the 
week after on the Sunday of  Thomas.  You didn’t make it on Holy Saturday morning or on the 
Saturday of  Lazarus. 

 

Maybe your job requires you to be away from Church on Saturdays and Sundays.  I certainly 
understand that.  It’s a tough economy now and every dollar counts.  Even in the best of  times, 
you have a demanding life, and I realize that Sundays are no longer the family days they once 
were. Many people have to work on the weekends, and you could be one of  them. 

 

But I didn’t see you in the Wednesday evening Lenten liturgies either.  These were really beauti-
ful hours of  worship.  You should have been there.  The choir has really come into its own for 
these services.  We all received Communion together in our quiet, lovely sanctuary, lit up by the 
setting sun. Those Presanctified Liturgies were scheduled for a time of  day when  
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Parish Council 
by Elan Stavros Nichols 

Christos Anesti!  Christ is Risen!   

Alithos Anesti!  Indeed He is Risen!   

 We once again thank all the ladies who assisted with 

the Lenten coffee hours, the Annunciation lunch-

eon, the Easter flowers, and the Epitaphio decora-

tions this Paschal season.  

 PLEASE NOTE that our spring luncheon and fash-

ion show has been cancelled. 

 Following this Paschal season, the blessing service 

for our lovely Memorial Garden will be held May 

22.  The prelude to this was the wonderful pause, 

prayer, and kind words said at the garden during our 

Good Friday walk around the Church this 

year.  This spring is our first growth cycle for the 

garden, and the landscaping is coming together to 

honor our departed loved ones.  Remember that you 

can still purchase memorial bricks or donate to other 

items for the garden, as always. 

 Remember that 2010 dues are still payable.  They 

may be sent to the Church Office or paid to our 

Treasurer, Angela Vlahakis.  

 Our next General Meeting is on May 3 at 7 p.m. in 

the AHEPA Room.  Remember that Philoptochos 

seeks to carry on its Christian mission and other tra-

ditions, and forge new traditions, with participation 

from each new generation.  We have members of all 

ages! 

 

 

Philoptochos 
by Elaine Christofilis 

 Our Spring General Assembly took place on Sun-
day, April 18th. The main item on the agenda was 
a look at our financial status to date. Holy Trinity 
needs all members to fulfill their Stewardship 
pledges on a regular basis in order to pay our bills 
and fulfill our spiritual ministries. It is our obliga-
tion to submit our stewardship forms with a real-
istic pledge. If we all come together and do this, 
Holy Trinity will begin to look brighter! 

 Stella Economy will be chairing a landscaping 
committee which will look into proposing a plan 
to help beautify our church. More details to fol-
low. 

 A fund-raising committee will be meeting in the 
next couple of weeks to brainstorm and recom-
mend ideas to the community. Thank you to the 
parishioners who have agreed to be a part of the 
committee and to those who have contributed 
great ideas.  

 Requesting volunteers for the TASTE OF 
GREECE FUND-RAISER. Please keep a look 
out for sign-up sheets to volunteer for this great 
event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Update 

 To date we have 180 stewardship units who have 
pledged $187,636.00 for 2010. 

 Please consider submitting your pledge forms as 
soon as possible. Direct payment is also available 
for those interested. Both forms are always avail-
able in the church office.  

 Making your pledge donations on a regular basis 
will help keep us on budget. Thank you to those 
who have pledged and those who have made 
donations towards those pledges. 

Save the Date! 

TASTE OF GREECE 

Fundraiser Event 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 

Remember a loved one by purchasing a memorial 

brick. The Memorial Garden will be dedicated 

on Saturday of the Souls, May 22, right after the 

liturgy. There is still time to order your brick 

before the dedication, if you do it soon. Please 

contact the church office for an order form. 
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Odyssey & MGC 
by Zana Litos 

Up-coming event: 

 Sunday, May 16, 2010  - Graduation and Loukou-

mathes Coffee hour. 

The Odyssey Program will recognize the students who 

have participated in the program this past year, after the 

Divine Liturgy. The coffee hour following the service 

will be sponsored by Odyssey and features hot and deli-

cious Loukoumathes, under the special and talented 

guidance of George Lafkas.  

 The Odyssey Board sends a thank you note to our 

students, parents and teachers for the excellent 

school year we had and for making the learning of 

Greek language and culture an enjoyable and fun 

process.   

 Bouzouki Night 

The dinner dance “Bouzouki Night”, organized by Mod-

ern Greek Club of MSU, on Saturday, April 10th at our 

church’s large social hall, was a huge success.  More than 

130 students participated, from MSU, LCC, UOM, 

Toledo, Westland, Flint, Monroe, and Metro Detroit 

Area, celebrating in a unique and refreshing way our 

Greek-American culture.   

The participants enjoyed Greek traditional food, lots of 

music and a large variety of Greek traditional dances 

(older & newer) with special historical/cultural context. 

The students’ band ONEIRO (members of the club) 

entertained the audience by playing their instruments, 

including the bouzouki and by singing a large variety of 

Greek traditional songs, while the floor was full of danc-

ers. Thanks to the students, it was a challenging and an 

unforgettable night!  

The Odyssey board sends thank you notes:  

 to the families from Metro Detroit Area  who joined 

our event and volunteered for helping the  food 

preparation. We enjoyed having them with us, and 

spending an excellent evening together. 

 to the MSU Office for International Students and 

Scholarship for their support & sponsoring our 

Greek American cultural night. 

 to the George’s Senate Coney Island of Livonia, 

MI for donating the rice pudding as dessert. 

Thank you all! 

Dear Holy Trinity, 

 Thank you so much for opening your doors 

and providing us the use of your kitchen for 

our dance night.  We couldn't have done 

this   without you and the support of the             

congregation.  We are looking forward to    

future events together.     

Thank you again.  

 The Modern Greek Club  

2009-2010 Executive Board  

Christos Anesti! 

Call For Sponsors 

Sponsoring an issue of  the Lamplighter is a 

wonderful gift to your loved ones and to 

the community.  Your issue can be dedi-

cated as a commemoration of  the departed 

or as a prayer for the health of  the living.  

Sponsors are needed for the following     

issues:  June, July, August. Call the Church 

Office for information on sponsorships. 



by Phillip Frangos 

Boys State 2010 

Young men are invited to attend this year’s event 
held June 20-26 at Northwood University in Mid-
land, Michigan. High school juniors or those aged 15 
by May 31 are encouraged to apply. The men of 
AHEPA sponsor attendees every year. Call the 
church office, for more information or speak to an 
AHEPA member. 

by Nonie Vsetula 

 

Christos Anesti!  I would like to thank everyone who 

helped make all of the Sunday School Lenten and Paschal 

activities wonderfully successful. It is an honor for me to 

be part of such a wonderful community.  Thanks again to 

everyone. 

    

Please mark your calendars: 

 

 May 15th from 6-9 pm:  The Sunday School will be 

hosting a parish wide "Senior Prom" where the     

seniors of our parish will be honored. The event is 

open to the entire parish as well as guests.  More   

information will follow.    

 May 16th: Sunday School Commencement.  We will 

also be hosting coffee hour that day.  Parents please 

plan on bringing something to the coffee hour.  

 

AHEPA 
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Sunday School 

 

Happy Birthday! 

The Heos Family congratulates Goldie Heos on the 

celebration of her 90th birthday on April 15th. She 

would welcome any calls and cards and is at her 

home, doing well.  

She taught Greek School for 15 years and Sunday 

School for 20 years at Assumption Greek          

Orthodox Church in Flint. She's also a lifelong         

member of the Philoptochos Society and  the 

Daughters of Penelope. 

 Chronia Polla and best wishes to Goldie  

on this milestone birthday! 

The Metropolis of Detroit Summer Camp (MDSC) in Rose City, MI, is searching for 

people to fill the following positions for this upcoming summer: 

 

WATERFRONT DIRECTOR (WSI): For all 6 weeks, to oversee the waterfront, 

including daily swimming instruction, open swim, and boating periods. Salaried posi-

tion. Must have current Lifeguard, WSI, and First Aid certifications. 

HEALTH DIRECTORS: Must be RN, LPN, DO, MD, or EMT. Postions available 

for Week O, Week 1, Week 2, or Week 5.  Will be responsible for camp infirmary, 

medication distribution, and handling any health issues that occur with campers or 

staff during the week. 

 

For more information, please go to www.goarch.org  or contact Dean Niforos at 

(313) 418-6085 or gomdsc@gmail.com. 

Help Wanted! 



people with morning jobs would be off work and 
able to attend and yet still get home in time for din-
ner at a decent hour. 

 

Or … if your job takes you away from an evening 
service, we had the Holy Thursday morning liturgy 
before the workday began; a number of your fellow 
parishioners came and received Communion and still 
made it to the office on time.  It makes for an early 
morning for me on a long day in the middle of a long 
week.  But I won’t move that liturgy to a later hour, 
because I love giving you Holy Communion. 

 

I know that your spiritual life is important to you, 
and that your church is an important part of your 
spiritual life, even when you can’t always be here.  I 
know also that once you fall out of a habit, it’s not 
easy to get back into it.  I know that there have been 
times when you could be here, and wanted to be here 
… but maybe it just seemed like it had been so long, 
and one more week away wouldn’t matter.  And then 
that one week turned into one month, and one 
month turned into one year, without anyone mean-
ing for it to happen that way. 

 

As you read more deeply into this issue of the Lamp-
lighter, you might get the message that your church 
needs you.  But this is not the message I want you to 
take away.  My message is this: you need your church 
… you need Jesus Christ!  And He is here—waiting for 
you—at the front of the Communion line. 

 

Back in Holy Week we read the words of Christ to 
His followers before the Last Supper: “With desire I 
have desired to eat this Passover with you …” (Luke 22:15).  
The translation doesn’t match the intensity of the 
original.  The Lord has a deep yearning to share this 
meal with us … with you.  And you need the food 
He offers. 
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Pastoral Reflection continued 
I love giving you Holy Communion.  But this isn’t 
about me.  It’s about you.  For your sake, come this 
Sunday and receive Communion.  Come with your 
family and worship the One who gives you the gift of 
life in this world, and the hope of unending life in the 
world to come. 

 

Truly the Lord is Risen! 

 

 

Remember That Time … ?? 

 

Sure you do.  You remember.  It was during that awful 
time when you thought everything was going to 
pieces.  You prayed to God, and you promised Him 
that if He would just get you through this, somehow, 
you would recommit yourself to Him.  I don’t remem-
ber now if it was when you were sick … or your 
spouse … or was it something with one of the kids?  
Maybe it was that legal deal. Or was it the financial 
thing?  Anyway, you remember. 

 

No, wait!  I’m thinking of that big thing you were hop-
ing would work out.   Don’t tell me … it was the job 
thing, right?  Or was it about one of the kids getting 
into college … or maybe getting that job they really 
wanted after graduation?   Or was it about a promo-
tion?  Whatever—you promised God that if He made 
everything work out, you would definitely show your 
gratitude to Him.  I remember you saying that.  You 
remember, don’t you? 

 

Hold it!  Silly me!!  I am totally thinking of another 
friend of mine.  This stuff didn’t happen to you, good 
or bad.  Your life has been relatively calm compared to 
other people.  Hey, when you think about it, you 
should thank God that you never found yourself on 
your knees begging Him, promising Him, “If only …” 

continued 
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Congratulations 

To George and Sheryl Sinas on the birth of their 
grandson Elliot James Sinas to Thomas and Shelly 
Sinas in Minneapolis on February 14.  Elliot will be 
baptized in Minneapolis in June. Na sas zisei! 

 

To John and Glykeria Christofilis on the birth of 
their grandson Christos Economopoulos to John and 
Christina Economopoulos in Escanaba on April 16.  
Na sas zisei! 

 

Congratulations to Jonathan and Ashley (Staley) 
Branoff, who were joined in marriage on April 24 at 
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Detroit.  

 

Congratulations to Dr. Errikos Constant, who was 
inducted into the Sparrow Hospital Hall of Fame on 
April 24.  Kai Eis Anotera! 

 

 

Chronia Polla! 

To Goldie Heos and Perry Markakis on the occasions 
of their 90th birthdays!  Na Ta Ekatostisis!! (And 
more!!) 

 

 

Ionian Village 2010 

This unique summer camping program located in 
Greece and operated by the Greek Orthodox     
Archdiocese of America, is currently accepting      
registrations for Summer Camp 2010. Teens who 
have completed grades 7-12 may attend either     
Summer Travel Camp (STC) July 1-20, 2010, or   
Byzantine Venture (BV) July 25-August 13, 2010. For 
more information about the program or to register 
for Summer Camp 2010 visit www.ionianvillage.org 
or contact the Ionian Village offices at 646-519-6190. 

 

Pastoral Reflection continued Notices 
Well, my memory isn’t what it used to be.  But my 
point is the same, regardless.  Now would be a good 
time for you to follow through.  God has been there 
for you, through good times and bad.  Unless you’re 
made of marble, you’ve been through a few things in 
life, and your faith was tested.  And God passed the 
test for you.  Maybe not the way you wanted, but in 
hindsight, it was the best way after all. 

 

Can God count on you to hold up your end of the 
bargain?  When His Church needs help, will you step 
forward and make the effort that you once        
promised?  (Or should have promised?)  Will you 
bring the thank-offering you once intended?  (Or 
should have intended?) 

 

All of us—if we choose to remember—can think of 
times when we didn’t give back to God as we ought 
to.  Now would be the right time! 

 

And thanks for letting me jog your memory! 

 

For Students 

A number of scholarships for Orthodox students are 
available.  Please go to http://chancellor.goarch.org/
scholarships for more information. 

 

The Pan-Hellenic Scholarship Foundation is offering 
20 Grant Awards of $10,000 to undergraduate        
students that apply on the basis of financial need and 
2- Merit Awards to undergraduate students that apply 
on the basis of merit.  Visit their website for            
information and applications. 

http://chancellor.goarch.org/scholarships
http://chancellor.goarch.org/scholarships
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Treasurer’s Report 

 
The financial statement for March 2010 is included on another page in this issue of The Lamplighter and 
on the bulletin board in the parish.  As shown on the statement, March did not end financially well for the 
parish.   
 
In March 2010, stewardship and total revenues were $4000 less than in March 2009. Disbursements in 
March this year were $2000 greater than in March of last year.  The bottom line shows a shortfall of (-
$6422) for March of the current year.  Of equal importance is the total deficit for the first quarter of (-
$7722). 
 
A conclusion that can be reached upon considering the first quarter of 2010, simply stated, is that the 
parish is hurting.  Like many in the greater Lansing area, the parish is living “paycheck to paycheck.”  
Although bills are being paid, the parish is not making great strides.  A brief glance at a summary of the 
1

st
 three months of this year will clearly show what is meant by this onerous image: 

 

2010 Receipts Disbursements Difference 

    

January $27,581 $25,139 $2,442 

February $20,022 $27,064 (-$5042) 

March $23,985 $30,407 (-$6422) 

    

 
The “paycheck” for the parish consists of the stewardship contributions that parishioners make.  
Stewardship constitutes 82% of the monies received.  The remaining 18% come from several sources:  
fundraising events, candle stand receipts, prosfora contributions, Meijer Community Rewards, and the 
collection tray (beyond Stewardship pledges). 
 
Stewardship receipts at the end of the first quarter is a little below the 25% level of what was budgeted for 
2010; 25% represents the floor for the end of the first quarter.  As we are all finding in our own homes, the 
cost of goods and services is higher than we have been accustomed to.  
Increased costs are one factor in this situation. 
 
In last month’s Lamplighter, the Parish Council showed what it costs to run the parish, those who 
attended the General Assembly in April were reminded of the cost:  Fixed Expenses – those which are the 
same each month and to which we are obligated – total $22,774.  Every month the parish must pay or 
have in escrow this amount.  This amount does NOT include supplies, snow removal or lawn 
maintenance, disposable items for the rest rooms, kitchen, offices, sanctuary, postage, bulletins, 
newsletters, or materials for the Sunday School or Choir. 
 
It we add these latter items to the mix, according to what was budgeted, the amount required each 
becomes $27,468!  This may help put into perspective the above summary of the first quarter of 2010. 
 
Stewardship pledges help the Parish Council plan and manage the financial status.  As of April 15, only 
165 pledges had been received for a total of $187,000, which is equivalent to $15,583 per month.  In 2009 
the parish had  253 stewards.  As stated above, $27,468 are needed each month for the parish to function 
and to carry out its ministries. 
 
A pledge represents a commitment to the parish.  The Council uses the pledged amounts in assessing 
the parish’s financial status.  A number of parishioners contribute regularly without submitting a pledge. 
Their contributions indeed help defray the costs, but without a pledge or commitment the Council is 
unable to consider intended gifts in projecting the parish’s status.   
 
 
 
 

by George Mansour 
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Current pledges do not represent anything close to 100% of parish stewards; about 90 more parishioners have 
yet to submit a pledge.  This large group includes regular attendees and donors.  The parish needs to hear from 
these people and what they intend to give toward stewardship in 2010.    
 
Against the backdrop of the dismal 1

st
 quarter summary, what can each of us do to improve the situation for the 

rest of the year?  
 
1.  We can be sure to submit a stewardship pledge.  Pledge forms are available from the parish office (482-
7341). 
 
2.  We can make pledge donations on a regular basis during the year.   Waiting until the end of year to take care 
of it creates seasonal cash-flow problems.  Bills come in throughout the year. 
 
3.  We can make our pledge donations via an “Electronic Funds Transfer.”  Sign up for this automatic payment 
system by filling out the EFT form, available from the parish office. 
 
4.   We can each ask ourselves often – “Am I giving my fair share towards stewardship, towards assisting in the 
care and management of our place of worship and its ministries?” 

Treasurer’s Report, continued 

 Abdallah, George & Leila  

Abood, David & Alicia 

Abood, David 

Abood, Reva 

Alexander, Helen 

Alexander, Michael & Maria 

Alimonos, Tasos 

Alimonos, Voula 

Arvanites, Arthur & Rhea 

Baryames, Charles & Rosalie 

Baryames, Chris & Betty 

Baryames, Sparty & Sherie 

Baryames, Katina & Steve Lowe 

Bates, Hugh & Harea 

Bayouk, Shadi 

Binioris, Savvas & Bonnie 

Brancheau, Jeffrey & Pamela Heos  

Branoff, Dennis & Alexis 

Branoff, Andrew & Andrea 

Brown, Alex & Mary 

Carantza, Gus & Bess 

Carey, Despina 

Chamis, Cris Platsis 

Chammas, Edmund 

Christofilis, John & Glykeria 

Christofilis, Elaine 

Christofilis, Demetra 

Christophill, James & Irene 

Cloumas, Martha 

Colovos, Nick & Karen 

Constant, Dimitri 

Constant, Errikos & Maria 

Constant, Nadina 

Corey, Rita 

Curtis, Koula 

Danigelis, Paul & Mea  

Dellis, Diane 

Demos, Theodore & Donna 

Dines, Gregory G. 

Economopoulos, Christina & John 

Economy, Michael 

Economy, Kathryn 

Economy, Diana 

Economy, Stella & George 

Esch, Andrea & Gene 

Fandrick, Kate 

Fesenmyer, Delores & Ken 

Fitzgerald, Hiram & Dolores 

Foster, Cassandra 

Fragale, Tony & Georgia 

Frangos, Maria I. 

Frangos, Phillip & Tula 

Frangos, Themistocles 

Funtukis, Harry & Denise 

Garyet, Nickolas & Susan 

Gavrilides, Nicholas & Dana 

Gavrililides, Gregory & Rosemary 

Gavrilis, Dimitris & Jane Arnold 

Georgiou, Nicolas & Anna 

Grimm, Barbara 

            As of  April 18 these parishioners have submitted a Pledge for 2010: 
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Grimm, Garry & Ann 

Haggerty, Ethna 

Hayward, Nancy & Ken 

Heiderson, Mazin & Mary 

Heos, Goldie 

Hillary, Charles & Nadean 

Hoag, Cynthia 

Hogg, Daniel & Kathy 

Howell, Elaine & Adam 

Janis, Efstratia 

Jennings, Kay 

Jildeh, Katy 

Joseph, Yvonne 

Kafantaris, George & Maria 

Kaliyanakis, Andreas  

Kaplan, Bob & Georgia 

Karagoulis, Ellen 

Karagoulis, Michael & Lynne 

Karakitsos, John & Coleen 

Kateyiannis, Christos & Vicki 

Katsiris, Jim & Athina  

Kavalaris, Jim 

Kavalaris, Gus & Connie 

King, Joanna 

Kosal, Curt & Leslie 

Kotsifis, Marina 

Kotsifis, Mary 

Koukios, Jeannette 

Krantz, Georgia & Gregory 

Kritselis, Nicholas 

Kritselis, Elaine & William 

Lafkas, George & Ann Marston 

Lahanas, George & Shelley 

Laskaris, Bertha 

Lewis, Tina 

Limber, Nicholas 

Litos, Alexander & Zana 

Malkin, Beverly & Rodney 

Malvetis, Nancy 

Malvetis, Anastasios  

Mangopoulos, Stavros & Maria 

Manolakoudis. Kostas & Sophia 

Mansour, George & Mary Ann 

Markakis, Pericles & Georgia 

McGrath, Mary 

Millis, Mark & Ann 

Moutsatson, Kevin & Susan 

Munk, Gerald & Janice 

Munk, James 

Munk, Anna Ruth 

Nasif, Michel & Alice 

Neros, Donna 

Nichols, Elan & David 

Nicolaou, Peter & Electra  

Nicolaou, Vackis & Koula 

Pappas, Stephanie 

Pappas, George & Ann 

Pappas, Jim & Julia 

Pascalenos, Olga 

Pascalenos, Tom 

Pascalenos, Peter & Beverley 

Pehlivanoglu, Nikolaos 

Perentesis, Stephanie 

Platsis, George & Barbara 

Pogoncheff, Metodi & Marcia 

Popoff, Daniel 

Popoff, Alexis 

Poroshin, Sergey & Marina 

Pridnia, David & Liana 

Priggooris, Peter 

Prozhoga, Galyna 

Putnam, Chuck & Debbie 

Rahib, Margaret 

Riese, Paul & Camie 

Rouches, Billie 

Rzepka, Ellen 

Sabbagh, Z. George A. 

Samra, Theodore & Ina 

Sarinopoulos, Sid & Irene 

Schaeff, Dorothy 

Scofes, George & Georgia 

Seegraves, Atinas & Steven 

Semerly, Stella 

Sgouris, Katherine 

Sietsema, Fr. Mark & Katherine 

Siettas, Nick 

Simmons, Jacob 

Sinadinos, James & Barbara 

Sinadinos, Charlotte  

Skorich, Dan & Cathy 

Smith, Richard 

Spalding, Eleanor & Robert 

Spiridakos, Gregory & Effie 

Stajos, Jan 

Stamatakos, Louis & Bess 

Stathopoulos, Dimitrios & Martha 

Stepanovich, Dennis  

Tarpoff, Archie & Margaret 

Tesseris, Christos 

Tesseris, Nick & Kelley 

Tesseris, Spiro & Sophia 

Thodis, Peggy 

Tzumakas, Spiridon & Krisoula 

Underwood, Robert & Theresa 

Vanis, Alex & Antonia 

Vanis, Stuart & Elizabeth 

Vlahakis, Angelos & Betty 

Vlahakis, Louis & Mary 

Vlahakis, Angela 

Vlahakis, James & Susan 

Volakakis, Mary 

Vosovic, Sava & Dolores 

Vsetula, Richard & Nonie 

Webster, Joan 

Willard, Patricia & Steven 

Worthington, Stacy & Tony 

Zaransky, Julie & Steve 

Zeleke, Kidest & Moges Aklilu 

Zois-Sweeny, Evelyn 
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