
Back in 1939, Fr. Samuel Vlahousis was assigned to Holy Trinity as its first priest.  He  held the office of proista-
menos until 1948, when the legendary Fr. John Sarantos assumed the role until the fall of 1956, whereupon he was 
reassigned to Lowell, MA.  Fr. George Economou served the parish in 1957.  Fr. Costas Kouklakis was the priest 
in Lansing from 1958 to 1962. 

In 1962 Fr. John and Presvytera Poulos came to Lansing.  It was Fr. John’s first parish assignment, and he was the 
proistamenos until his retirement in 1992.  Surely if it were not for illness, Fr. John’s tenure would have continued 
for many more years.  Fr. Gus Christo served the parish from 1992 to 1999 before he accepted a reassignment to 
Norfolk, VA.  The parish was served by visiting priests for some fourteen months before our new hierarch, Bishop 
Nicholas of Detroit, found an even newer priest to come to Lansing.  In July of 2000, Diakonissa Kathy Sietsema 
came to town to find a house while her husband was busy accompanying Archbishop Demetrios at the Clergy-
Laity Congress in Philadelphia.  Two months later, in September, my assignment as your priest formally began. 

Earlier this year I surpassed Fr. Vlahousis and Fr. Sarantos in years of service to Holy Trinity.  I am proud to be 
number two in terms of longevity behind Fr. Poulos. With the current clergy shortage in our Archdiocese, thirty-
year tenures like his will probably not be seen again, due to the need to shuffle experienced priests to larger par-
ishes.  In fact, from what I am seeing, even ten-year tenures are rare in my generation of clergy. 

A ten-year pastorate is something that speaks well of a parish.  It says something about the quality of community 
life and the potential for ministry that is important to every clergyman.  It says something about the maturity of a 
community that accepts a man for who he is, with his strengths and inevitable weaknesses, and thus gives him 
space to grow.  It says something about the love of the laity who step forward to be like aunts and uncles, yiayias 
and pappous, godmothers and godfathers to the priest’s children. 

And so, on the occasion of my tenth anniversary as your priest, let me be the first to say to you, my beloved pa-
rishioners: Congratulations!  And thank you! 

*** 

Someone else celebrates a tenth anniversary at the same time.  This is your Presvytera Katherine.  She serves the 
parish zealously, as does every priest’s wife. Some do it in more visible ways; she exercises her gifts in quiet ways 
too numerous to mention.  I don’t know how celibate priests manage their work without a presvytera as their part-
ner.  Each and every one of you has all been blessed by her service, though perhaps in ways that you are not aware 
of.  Congratulations, Presvytera mou!  Kai eis Anotera! 

*** 

It is a great privilege to be a parish priest.  Getting to know your families from the inside over this decade has 
made me all the more eager to bless you, to feed you the Bread of Life, to nurture your spirits with Christ’s    
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Parish Council 
by Elaine Christofilis 

   A Celebration in honor of Father Mark’s 10th anni-
versary as our parish priest will take place on Sunday, 
September 26th at 4PM on the church grounds. This 
will be a fun-filled family celebration.  Please mark 
your calendars!  

   A parish gift for Father Mark will be purchased in 
honor of his 10 years here at Holy Trinity.  If you are 
interested in contributing towards the gift please con-
tact Elaine Christofilis.   

   MY BIG FAT GREEK GYRO Drive-Thru fund-
raiser will take place on September 23rd.  Volunteers 
are needed!  Please contact Elaine Christofilis or 
Alexis Popoff if you are interested in volunteering.  
Keep a look out for more details! 

 

 

 

 

   Thank you to the Landscaping volunteers who have 
been working to help beautify our grounds! 

   The initial phase of the Capital Campaign will begin 
in Fall 2010, discussion with parishioners in focus 
groups and individually will take place.  Parishioners 
will play an important role in the project.   Mr. Jerry 
Minetos, the development officer for the Archdio-
cese, will provide significant assistance and guidance 
to our community.  This project will empower the 
community to think of the parish in more long-range 
term both spiritually and financially. 

Stewardship  

   To date we have 222 stewardship units who have 
pledged $236,997.00 for 2010. 

   Pledge forms are still available in the office if you 
have not submitted yours.  Thank you to those who 
have pledged and those who have made donations 
towards those pledges.  

   We encourage those who are interested in direct pay-
ment to sign up today! This is a convenient way to 
submit your stewardship.  Forms are available in the 
church office.  

by Elan Stavros Nichols 

Philoptochos welcomes you to another year of wonder-
ful spiritual, fellowship, and service events! 

The first meeting of this year will be a dinner meeting 
at Coral Gables, 6:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 7.  All members are encouraged to come, and 
bring a friend. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 is our annual Student Wel-
come Dinner at 5:00 p.m. in the Church Social Hall.  
Please, if you know of any college or graduate students, 
or young professionals or local faculty in the area, in-
vite them. 

During our last Board meeting in June, we mapped out 
this terrific year of our projects for 2010-2011.  Re-
member to keep free the date of NOVEMBER 4, for 
our Annual Bake Sale and Athenian Luncheon.  A 
schedule for baking and other preparations will be 
posted in due time. 

Remember that Philoptochos seeks to carry on its 
Christian mission and other traditions, and forge new 
traditions, with participation from each new generation.  
We have members of all ages! 

Call For Sponsors 
 

Sponsoring an issue of  the Lamplighter is 

a wonderful gift to your loved ones and 

to the community.   

Your issue can be dedicated as a  

commemoration of  the departed  

or as a prayer for  

the health of  the living.  

Sponsors are needed for the  

following issues:   

January, February, March 2011.  

Call the Church Office for information 

on sponsorships. 

Philoptochos 

Join us for the GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

October 3rd, 2010 

Following the Divine Liturgy 
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Choir Odyssey 
by Zana Litos 

The Odyssey Greek Language & Cultural Program is look-

ing forward for the 2010-11 school year. Again this year 

Odyssey will offer Greek classes and different cultural 

events for a variety of skill levels and age groups. 

Look for registration packages, which will be mailed out to 

former students and potential new students during the 

month of August.   

Odyssey offers introductory classes for young children, 

high school age, college and adults.  Intermediate classes 

will also be offered to these age groups along with our 

popular adult Greek conversational class. If you are inter-

ested in learning Greek or just improving your Greek lan-

guage skills, the Odyssey Program offers an enjoyable 

learning setting for you. Language is taught by incorporat-

ing and exploring important features of Orthodoxy, Greek 

culture and tradition. 

Attention:  

a) If more than one school age family member registers 

for Odyssey classes the additional members receive a dis-

counted registration fee. Again this year our Lansing Wol-

verine Chapter of the Order of AHEPA and our local 

Philoptochos Chapter will be providing a limited number 

of half-tuition scholarships for Holy Trinity members par-

ticipating in the school age Odyssey Program.  

b) Several area high schools and colleges now provide 

credits for successful participation in the Odyssey Pro-

gram. Odyssey participants who have passed the Greek 

language proficiency test have placed out of introductory 

Modern Greek classes at the college level. 

If you do not receive a registration package in August, 

please contact the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 

office at (517) 482-7341. If you have any other question/

concern feel free to call Zana Litos at (517) 349-2966. 

by Ruthie Munk 

The choir continues to seek additional voices! We 

lost two long-time choir members this summer: Ellen 

Karagoulis moved to work with a Christian youth out-

reach in Detroit, and Barbara Grimm moved to Texas 

to join her sister Andrea. These sisters will be greatly 

missed, as will their lovely voices! If you are interested 

in helping fill the void, please contact Ruthie Munk at 

(517)402-2409 or at annieruthie@yahoo.com. As both 

of these ladies sang soprano in our choir, we are par-

ticularly needing women (or girls who are able to fo-

cus through the Liturgy) who would be willing to join 

the soprano section in singing the melody. (That's the 

tune you probably already know!) Although music 

reading skills are helpful, they are not necessary. It is 

also helpful to read Greek, but it is certainly not neces-

sary as the music we use has a phonetic line. The choir 

warms up before the Liturgy on Sundays at 9:15 and 

practices two Sundays a month during the school year. 

Please contact Ruthie Munk with any questions, or to 

sign up!  



A Recap and the Next Step. 
 
The June, July and August issues of The Lamplighter 
informed the community of an important project for 
the future of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of 
Lansing.  That project involves a capital campaign to 
raise funds to allow Holy Trinity to develop important 
ministry programs, stabilize the financial status, and to 
maintain and update our facilities.   
 
A capital campaign is an important step in the history 
of Holy Trinity. It helps move the parish from operat-
ing on a year-to-year budget to planning and function-
ing over multi-year periods. Also, a campaign can em-
power the community to think of the parish in more 
long-range terms both spiritually and financially. 
 
 1.  The June issue published a needs statement 
―A Vision for the Future:  Statement of Need 2010-
2015.‖  In this statement the Parish Council explains 
the critical steps we must take as a parish to secure our 
future.  The steps include a capital campaign to raise 
funds that will allow Holy Trinity to develop impor-
tant ministry programs, stabilize our financial status, 
and to maintain and update our facilities. 
 
 2.  The July issue published several 
―Frequently Asked Questions‖ about capital cam-
paigns to inform the community further about this 
important undertaking in such specific terms as: the 
role of parishioners, relationship of stewardship 
pledges and campaign pledges, benefits to the parish 
ministries, programs development, and facilities im-
provement. 
 
 3.  The August issue published a continuation 
of ―Frequently Asked Questions‖ focusing on the spe-
cific areas targeted for a campaign:   
Ministries – Education, Youth, and ―Reach Out‖ 
Fiscal Stability – reduction and removal of the parish’s 
debt burden and redirection of the funds currently 
used each month as loan payments 
Capital improvements – removal and replacement of 
the parking lot, upgrade of classrooms and education 
wing, completion of processional walk, upgrade/
rebuild AC and heating systems, replace Lobby win-
dow glass with insulated, double-pane glass, sanctuary 

lighting system, replacement of ceiling tiles in the Nar-
thex, enhancement of the sanctuary sound system, re-
placement of kitchen ovens, make acoustical adjustments 
to the Social Hall, replace the wall of many colors be-
tween the Lobby and Narthex. 
 
The next step:  Inauguration of a campaign - September. 
As part of the Campaign, a Planning Study will be con-
ducted early this autumn to help determine the parish’s 
readiness to undertake such a project. 
 
The Office of Parish Development of our Archdiocese 
will assist us with this effort.  Mr. Jerry Minetos, Director 
of that Office, and his colleague, Ms. Laura Paulus will be 
at Holy Trinity for a couple of weeks at the end of Sep-
tember to facilitate several activities.  They will lead focus 
group and individual discussions with parishioners. Pa-
rishioners will be interviewed and all will be asked to 
complete questionnaires that will be useful in assessing 
parishioner interest in and support of the project.  Their 
findings will be then compiled in a study for the parish.   
 
Parishioners are the key to success for a project of this 
order.   Feedback and input from all parishioners will be 
requested in several ways – input can be provided in per-
son through interviews with Mr. Minetos or Ms. Paulus, 
through an online or mailed survey, or by participating in 
public discussion in focus groups. 
 
 
Copies of the articles from past issues of The Lamplighter are avail-
able in the parish office.  These include “A Vision for the Future:  
Statement of Need 2010-2015,” and “Frequently Asked Ques-
tions.”  Information concerning Mr. Minetos and the Office of Par-
ish Development is available from Parish Council members. 
 

A Vision for the Future: 4th Installment 
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Basile (the comedian) in concert! 
Sunday, 12/5 @ 5pm, Joey's Comedy Club in Livonia 

$25 Adults, $20 Students 

Contact Alecos Nicolaou for details 

alecos.nicolaou@gmail.com       (517) 230-4897 
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teachings, and to love you. 

When you baptize one another’s children, the oil of 
anointing coats your hands and forms new family bonds; 
this same oil coats the priest’s hands as well.  With each 
baptism and wedding, he is there with your family in the 
happiest times.  He also is called into your places of deep-
est sorrow: hospital wards and funeral parlors and also 
times of conflict. In the snapshots of your family memo-
ries over the years, the priest is like Forrest Gump: you 
can always spot him in some corner of the picture. 

And so I add this observation from ten years of priestly 
service: ―Life is like a box of chocolates.‖ 

Why?  Because if you pay attention to what comes with 
the package, you get a pretty good idea of the choices you 
should make.  Fine chocolates will have a little map in the 
box, maybe even some pictures.  If you can’t find some 
indication of what it is you’re going to eat, you shouldn’t 
bother with the whole box. 

The God who made us all and nurtures our lives, this God 
has not left us without instruction to help inform our 
choices in life.  We have but to pay attention to this aid, 
and we can have a better handle on life’s inevitable ups 
and downs. But wisdom comes to us ever so slowly—as 
Aeschylus poignantly phrased it—drop by drop, through 
the grace of God.  It is for this reason that I remind you 
so often of the importance of regular church attendance.  
Where else in the modern world can you find expressions 
of reverence, purity, wonder, joy, and humility combined?  
These experiences feed your soul and guide you to better 
choices as you sort through the box of chocolates that is 
life.   There is nothing else that you can do on a Sunday 
morning that surpasses worship in importance. 

I never stop being impressed at how well our Orthodox 
worship, and especially the Divine Liturgy, anticipates 
every spiritual need.  We have but to heed the call to be 
attentive.  It is for this reason that I try to keep my liturgical 
duties always at the top of my priorities.   Every parish 
priest has the role of chief cook and bottle-washer, and it 
would be easy to let more visible activities take first place.   
Such efforts would be applauded by some; but my job is 
to feed souls, not egos. 

The parish has made significant progress over the past ten 
years, especially in terms of caring for our church building.  
These truly commendable accomplishments are yours, not 

Pastoral reflection, continued 

mine. My role in those achievements has been largely to 
bless you, to encourage you, and to remind you occa-
sionally that you are capable of higher standards. But 
the real work, and the real credit, are yours. 

For my part, I will claim only this: I have baptized your 
children with love; I have married your young people 
with joy; I have buried your loved ones with all Chris-
tian dignity; and, to the best of my ability, I have taught 
you the Word of Truth, in season and out of season.  
This has been my privilege over these ten years, and I 
am grateful to God for all of them and for all of you. 
May He answer every prayer we have offered together 
for your lives, your families, and your salvation. Amen! 

Volunteer Opportunities 

The parish needs volunteers to fill several important 

ministry positions.  We are looking for someone to 

take on the parish library, advisors for the JOY 

(middle school) youth group, and an editor for the 

Lamplighter newsletter. 

Prayer Request 

Ethna Haggerty would appreciate your prayers, cards, 

and visits.  She is now in the Hospice of Saint Law-

rence in the Hickory Room. 

Condolences 

To Betty Baryames and to Sparty and Sherie and fam-

ily on the passing of husband and father Chris 

Baryames.  Aionia aftou e mneme! 

Congratulations 

To Dr. Tiffy Zachos on her marriage to Dr. Bill 

Polinski in Toledo on August 19. 

For Students 

College scholarships are available from Hellenic Link-

Midwest for students of Greek ancestry.  See 

www.helleniclinkmidwest.org for more information.  

Deadline for application is November 30. 

Notices 
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Treasurer’s Report 
by George Mansour 

The following report is based on the financial sheet 
dated July 31, 2010, which is published elsewhere in this 
issue of The Lamplighter. 

1. July 31 represents the completion of 7/12 or 58.3% 
of the current fiscal year. 

2. Revenues: 

 a. Stewardship received = 58.7% of the budg
 eted amount 

 b. Total Revenues = 58.7% 

 c. 2009 - Total Revenues, July 2009 = 59.8% of 
 the budgeted amount 

3.    Disbursements: 

 a. Total Disbursements = 57.9% of the pro
 jected expenses for the year 

 b. 2009 – Total Revenues, July 2009 = 61.3% of 
 the budgeted amount 

4.    Net Results: 

 a. July 2010 resulted in a negative -$10986 

 b. Y-T-D, July 2010, shows a positive $2610 

 c. 2009 – Net for July 2009 = negative -$6347 

 d. Y-T-D, July 2009 = negative -$6641 

The above summary presents only one perspective on 
the financial situation at the close of July 2010.  It shows 
that the parish is generally on track during the current 
fiscal year. 

However, in April, May and June of this year, the parish 
had a positive bottom line each month. The positive 
results of these months were eroded by the reduction in 
revenue -- specifically stewardship offerings, in July and 
resulted in a negative figure.  The annual budget relies 
on projected average weekly revenue of $6300; in July, 
the weekly receipts averaged $4100. 

Annually receipts during the summer are lower than in 
other months.  If the pattern of previous years holds 
true in the current year, the average weekly offerings will 
increase once the Holy Trinity family returns home fol-
lowing the summer break. 

 

An easy solution to the annual reduction in weekly offering 
during the summer is available for the asking:  direct bank 
deposit or electronic transfer of stewardship gifts.  As an-
nounced previously, this service is available to Holy Trinity 
parishioners.  For detailed information on direct deposit of 
stewardship offerings, contact the parish office at 482-7341, 
9:00 – 1:00 Monday through Friday. 

 

CALL FOR HELP!! 

The local chapter of the Orthodox Christian Fellowship 

(OCF) is seeking donations from any parishioners who 

would like to support a project we are putting together 

for the Fall.  We would like all Orthodox Christians 

coming to campus to receive a small gift bag, letting 

them know that they have a Church ―home‖ away from 

home and that we are there to support them.  We 

would like to include a small prayer book for each stu-

dent in the gift bag.  We can order the prayer books 

through the Holy Trinity Bookstore at a cost of $4.50 

each.  We would like to order 100 for a total expense of 

$500.00 (including shipping).  The local OCF will con-

tribute $100.00 from their funds towards the project, so 

we would like to raise the remaining $400.00  If you are 

able (we know you are willing!) to consider a donation 

towards this project, please detach the slip below and 

return it to the church office with your contribution.   

Please make checks payable to Orthodox Christian Fel-

lowship.   Thanks so much for supporting the spiritual 

welfare of our students! 
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The Rebuilding of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Chris-

tian Church 

NEW YORK - As is well known, on September 11, 

2001 our city and nation suffered a terrorist attack of 

unparalleled proportions.  In addition to the tragic and 

horrific loss of almost 3,000 innocent victims, a number 

of whom were members of our own community, the 

world witnessed the unimaginable collapse of the Twin 

Towers .  When the second Tower fell, it landed on and 

erased all traces of the Greek Orthodox Christian 

Church of St. Nicholas, the only house of worship de-

stroyed that day.  Opened in 1916 by a group of Greek 

immigrants, the church not only served the spiritual 

needs of its parishioners but was also a sacred space in 

which people of all ethnic and religious backgrounds 

working in the surrounding area would often stop, light 

a candle and spend a few moments in prayer and reflec-

tion. 

Following the events of 9/11, the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America and the St. Nicholas parish fully 

cooperated and worked closely with the relevant au-

thorities. Former Governor George Pataki pledged with-

out reservation his support for rebuilding in the belief 

that it was a necessary part of the healing of New York 

City and of our nation. Early on, as plans were being 

formulated for the reconstruction of the area, the 

Church agreed to relocate and rebuild its house of wor-

ship at a new locale to facilitate the envisioned design 

for the overall site.  In 2004, the authorities proposed 

that the new edifice be built at 130 Liberty Street , a par-

cel on the same block as the original site, and an agree-

ment was reached between the Archdiocese and the Port 

Authority.  Four successive LMDC/Port Authority ad-

ministrations honored this mutual agreement which en-

tailed extensive on-going work and planning on the part 

of all parties.  All site plans for the area which the 

LMDC/Port Authority released to the public show St. 

Nicholas at this new locale.  Regrettably, the latest Port 

Authority administration in 2009 unexpectedly and arbi-

Our Bishop needs our help!  The Metropolis of Detroit 

offers ministries and programs that exceed anything that 

a parish would be able to do on its own.  These services 

strengthen our faith and bring us together as a Christian 

family from across the miles. 

  

But the Metropolis, like the parish, needs financial sup-

port in order to thrive. The ―Friends of the Metropolis‖ 

program raises funds for diocesan operations, based 

solely on free-will pledges of individual parishioners.  If 

every family in the Metropolis gave but $50 a year, our 

Metropolis would soar on the wings of eagles! 

  

In September we will be holding a Friends of the Me-

tropolis Sunday.  Please consider prayerfully whether 

your family can make a gift in support of our Mother 

Church.  It is an opportunity for each of us to say, ―In 

addition to my support of the parish through which 

God blesses me, I will give also to the Metropolis 

through which God also blesses me.‖ 

The Friends of  the Metropolis 

From Our Archdiocese 
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trarily reneged on this agreement and as a result, the 

Archdiocese and St. Nicholas parish are suddenly of-

fered no viable option. LMDC/Port Authority has re-

fused to meet with us. In the meantime the LMDC/

Port Authority has excavated the original site without 

our consent, rendering it unusable, in flagrant violation 

of our legal rights. 

The Archdiocese and parish leadership remain firmly 

committed to the rebuilding of the church honoring 

the long standing agreement with LMDC/Port Author-

ity.  Confident that we have acted in good faith and 

trusting in Almighty God, we expect that justice will 

prevail and that we will be successful in this sacred en-

deavor. 








