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“Yea, Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness…”  (Psalms 18:28) 

This issue of the Lamplighter is 
sponsored by the Christofilis 
family in memory of a loving 

wife, mother and yiayia,       
Glykeria Christofilis.  

May her memory be eternal.  

Pastoral Reflection: History of  the Holy and Great Council  

By Rev. Dr. John Chryssavgis, Archdeacon of  the Ecumenical Patriarchate  

 

The Orthodox Church is the church of  the apostles, the church of  the martyrs, the church of  

the fathers, the church of  the councils. Through the centuries, the Orthodox Church convened 

local and regional, great and greater, as well as universal or ecumenical councils. Just as every 

celebration of  the holy Eucharist is a confirmation of  the communion between each person 

with his or her community, and that local community with the universal Church, so too, every 

council is a reaffirmation of  the unity between each local and self-governing Orthodox church 

with the universal Church. In fact, St. John Chrysostom – the renowned fourth-century 

archbishop of  Constantinople – boldly states that “council” is another name for “church.” In 

this spirit and from its responsibility and privilege to ensure inter-Orthodox unity and facilitate 

inter-Orthodox cooperation, the Ecumenical Patriarchate has tirelessly labored to convene a Pan

-Orthodox Council since the early 1900s. Preparations for this council began in earnest in 1961 

and continued through the 1960s, while pre-conciliar conferences, tasked with forming the coun-

cil’s agenda and its rules of  operation, met in 1976 through 1986. After a long hiatus created by 

immense political and ideological changes, as well as the unprecedented social and religious chal-

lenges resulting from the collapse of  the Iron Curtain, His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew revived the process in 2008. So, after almost a century, the agenda was finalized, 

the documents were edited, and the process was completed in January 2016. Never before in the 

history of  the Orthodox Church have so many Orthodox churches – fourteen from around the 

world – assembled in one and the same place. Yet, despite hesitation and apprehension, despite 

reservation and even resistance, the Holy and Great Council is being convened at the Orthodox 

Academy of  Crete—steps from a ninth-century Monastery of  the Virgin Mary—from June 16 

to June 27, 2016. He called all to unity. May we respond with charity and generosity.  



Parish Council 
Debt Elimination Campaign Update  

By Nick Gavrilides, Treasurer 

 

Greetings! Debt Elimination is moving along at Holy 
Trinity and we are pleased to give you this update. 

As of May 8 2016 our grand total of special donations 
toward paying off our mortgage was $56,092.00. We 
have collected $8341.00 in 2016 and of that amount, 
$4131.00 was collected in Holy Week.  

A very special thank you goes out to His Eminence 
Metropolitan Nicholas who celebrated Holy Monday 
with us and challenged us to get the temperature rising 
on our debt elimination campaign. His Eminence 
speaks often about the importance of living without 
debt and we have heard the praise of other parishes in 
the Metropolis who have worked towards unburden-
ing themselves of costly loans. 

We have many needs. Our facility is aging. Our staff-
ing needs are growing. Our children need expanded 
ministries. The cash-flow spent on monthly loan pay-
ments will go very far in securing the financial where-
withal to meet these needs and march strong into the 
future. Please consider making a special donation to 
this cause. Together we can do it. Let's unchain the 
parish from debt in 2016!    
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Announcements 

Advertise in the Lamplighter! 
$100/yr (parish member in good standing) 

$300/yr (approved non-member) 
Six issues per year, must be print-ready 

City Rescue Mission Yellow Barrel 

For that Fresh Spring Feeling 

For December and January our yellow barrel will be 
collecting your gifts of full-size bottles of shampoo 
and conditioner for those at the Lansing City Res-
cue Mission.   Many thanks to those of you who 
consistently demonstrate true Christian love by sup-
porting those in need! 

 

 

 Save the Date!  The  Holy Trinity Family Picnic spon-

sored by AHEPA will be Monday, September 5, 2016. 

Come out and enjoy the casual food and fellowship! 

 Save the Date!  The Fall Gala and Silent Auction will be 

Saturday, October 8, 2016. Details to follow!  

Great and Holy Feast of  Pascha 

By Alexis Voutsaras  

Holy Week comes to an end at the sunset of Great 

and Holy Saturday as the church prepares to cele-

brate her most ancient and preeminent festival. Pas-

cha, the Feast of Feasts. This year’s Agape dinner 

would not have been possible without the help of 

my friends Mark and Ann Millis, Peggy Thodis, 

Amalia Karagoulis, Ted and Donna Demos, Eleanor 

Spalding, and Dimitri Gavrilis — who not only 

helped me plan the menu also donated/made the 

cheeses and desserts ( cheesecake WOW ) in his 

words "a celebration of white stuff". Thanks also go 

to Hiram Fitzgerald for his generous donation of the 

lamb. All of us enjoyed contributing our time and 

talents were such a wonderful meal. 
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There has been a change in our board. Yvonne Joseph 

has respectfully resigned from President which makes 

Alexis Voutsaras our new president. We would like to 

thank her for leading us for the past few years even 

through the difficult times with the loss of her beloved 

mother and her sister's illness. Our spring luncheon was 

a great success. All who attended enjoyed a lovely after-

noon with shopping and of course, too much food. We 

have a new hero...Tony Sova, who not only rearranged 

the social hall tables for our event but worked at our 

luncheon with great expertise as a seasoned waiter. Our 

dinner meeting had a great turnout at Family Tree Café 

in Dewitt. 30+ ladies were sitting at one giant table! Sue 

Vlahakis and her staff took great care of us . Three 

board members will be attending the Clergy Laity Con-

ference in Nashville, Tennessee  in July....Olga Pascale-

nos , Eleanor Spalding and Alexis Voutsaras. We have 

been asked to make koulourakia to contribute to the 

morning coffee. We will schedule a baking day in late 

June. All are welcome to participate. I want to wish eve-

rybody a great summer. There will be no meetings 

scheduled until early fall so we can start planning our 

bake sale. 

Philoptochos 
By Charles Hillary 

We again urge you to consider your financial support of our 

parish as we enter the ‘lean’ months of summer. You can 

find a pledge form in the Church Lobby, the Ushers stand 

or ask a Council Member. For your convenience there is a 

box in the lobby where you can place your pledge form.  

Also, you may call the office and we will be happy to send 

you a form. 

Stewardship is that call to the faithful to share willingly the 

gifts that God has given us. It creates the Foundation for 

our service to the Lord. Stewardship allows us as a Parish 

to participate in the work of God.  Stewardship is devotion 

and service to God and His Church, as persons, as families, 

as a Parish.  As a Steward you become an active participant 

in the Life of our Church. 

May our Lord richly Bless You in all things. 

AHEPA 

By Charles Hillary 

THANK YOU to all those who attended the Ahepa Plaki Dinner on Sunday, April 24, 2016.We appreciate all of you 
who worked to make this an enjoyable event.  Food was delicious and it was a wonderful time for sharing friend-
ship.  This event is an Ahepa fundraiser. 

We netted $910.00 which was better than last year. 

Our Chapter was able to support the building of the Shrine in NY with $12,000. We worked with our Ahepa District 
donating to the Flint Water Crisis and the District Educational Foundation with a gift of $300. Another donation was for 
our Church debt relief for $1000 and the Communities Schools Program for Children in Lansing at $250.      

I know were trying to get into summer weather but please mark your calendar for Sept 5, 2016(Labor Day) when Ahepa 
holds the Parish Family Picnic.  It is always fun, great picnic food and the opportunity to visit with fellow parishioners.  

Again, THANK YOU for your support 

 

Stewardship 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  

Ecumenical Patriarchate: Holy and Great Council 

Continued…. 

What is the Holy and Great Council?  

The Holy and Great Council (the Council) is the meeting of  all fourteen autocephalous (self-
governed) Churches of  the Orthodox Church.  

 

Who convenes the Council?  

The Council is convened by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. As “First 
Among Equals,” the Archbishop of  Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch retains certain 
responsibilities unique to his office for the benefit of  ecclesiastical order and for the facilita-
tion of  Orthodox unity.  

 

Who presides over the Council?  

In keeping with the tradition of  honor and historical practice, His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew will preside over the Council.  

 

Who will attend?  

All fourteen autocephalous Orthodox Churches will be present at the Council. The Primates 
of  each Church will lead a delegation of  up to twenty-four bishops and six advisors.  

 

Why twenty-four bishops in each delegation? 

 For pastoral and logistical reasons, attendance by all Orthodox hierarchy throughout the 
world is unfeasible. The number twenty-four is based on the prophecy of  the elders seated 
around the throne of  Christ described in the Book of  Revelation, Chapter 4.  

 

How will decision be taken during the Council?  

All decisions of  the Council will be taken by a process of  consensus. During the Council, 
each Church will cast a single vote for each issue discusses; however, any bishop that does 
not agree with the ultimate decision of  his particular Church may have his opinion and reser-
vations noted in the official minutes of  the Council.  
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FAQ, continued 
What will be discussed?  

The official agenda includes six discussion items, finalized at the Synaxis of  the Primates con-
vened in Chambésy, Switzerland in January 2016:  

  

 The Orthodox Diaspora (the question of  how to organize the Orthodox Church in 
historically non-Orthodox lands) 

 Autonomy and the Means by which It is Proclaimed  

 The Sacrament of  Marriage and Its Impediments  

 The Importance of  Fasting and Its Observance Today  

 Relations of  the Orthodox Church with the Rest of  the Christian World  

 The Mission of  the Orthodox Church in Today’s World  

 
What is the purpose of  the Council?  
The purpose of  the Holy and Great Council is to resolve ecclesiastical irregularities (items a 
and b), to speak on pastoral concerns affecting Orthodox Christians (items c and d), and to 
reaffirm the relevance and contributions of  the Orthodox Church within the global society 
(items e and f).  
 
Why Crete?  
Initial plans were for the Council to convene in the Church of  Haghia Irene (Holy Peace of  
God), the location of  the Second Ecumenical Council in 381, in present-day Istanbul. How-
ever, due to the current geopolitical environment of  the region, certain Primates requested 
that the Council take place outside of  Turkey. Since Crete is within the jurisdiction of  Con-
stantinople and lies in an Orthodox country, the Academy of  Crete was deemed a suitable 
venue.  
 
What is the significance of  the Council?  
The Council will address matters concerning the life of  the Church in the contemporary 
world in the hope of  articulating a universal voice regarding such issues. The mere fact that a 
meeting of  such caliber is to convene is significant in itself. While there have been many 
councils throughout the centuries, there has never been a council with such a broad represen-
tation of  Churches and bishops.  
 
Is this an Ecumenical Council?  
 
This is not an Ecumenical Council. It is a “Great Council” inasmuch as the entire the Ortho-
dox Church will be represented. An Ecumenical Council is always recognized in retrospect by 
the conscience of  the Church. 
 








