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“Yea, Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness…”  (Psalms 18:28) 

This issue of the Lamplighter is 
sponsored by Craig Corey in 
loving memory of his mother, 

Rita Fawaz Corey.   

May her memory be eternal.  

Pastoral Reflection  A Eulogy: She Walked in Beauty Like the Night 

I SET PEN TO PAPER TODAY to sing the praises of  a lady most fair.  Those of  us who are “of  a 
certain age” will remember her fondly; those of  you who are younger can only wish you had 
known her when she was more active in public life.   
 
The most memorable thing about her is this: when she was with you, you always felt much better 
about yourself. You knew who you were. She gave you a sense of  inestimable worth as a person, 
a sense of  value that could not be communicated in words.   
 
She had an almost magical effect on those who were with her, each in a different way.  Among 
women especially, she inspired them to comport themselves stylishly, but with class and de-
mure.  Without a word, she moved women to hold themselves with dignity—not to flaunt their 
finest assets to every Tom, Dick, and Harry, but rather to save the best of  themselves only for 
the most worthy. 
 
Among men, she inspired them to be happy with themselves as they were, not trying to inflate 
the opinions of  others with big words, not trying to impress everyone all the time.  When she 
was around, boasting and puffery seemed coarse and immature. 
 

Continued inside… 

Dear Parishioners:  Due to postal regulations and costs, the Parish Council has 

decided to transition to an entirely electronic publication of the Lamplighter via 

email and the parish webpage.  A limited number of paper copies will be 

printed only for our shut-ins who do not have computer access.  

If you currently receive the Lamplighter by mail but not by email, you must con-

tact the church office immediately to provide your email.  Please send the re-

quest to holytrinitygreek@sbcglobal.net.  If you fail to give an email address, 

this will be the last issue of the Lamplighter you receive. 



Philoptochos 
By Olga Pascalenos 

This summer Eleanor Spalding, Alexis Voutsaras and I 
had the privilege of representing our chapter at the Bien-
nial Philoptochos conference held in Nashville, Tenn in 
July. We met many wonderful ladies from our own Detroit 
metropolis. We were impressed with the dynamic enthusi-
asm both the national and metropolis leaders exhibited. 
We returned home knowing we are part of a very vital 
organization whose primary purpose is philanthropy both 
to our Greek Orthodox community and the community at 
large. 

Our chapter is hosting Dr. Sophia Koufopoulo on Mon-
day, October 3, 7pm at the church. She, along with a 
graduate student who will accompany her, will speak on 
the refugee situation. Dr. Koufopoulo is a professor of 
Cultural Anthropology and Sociology. We encourage eve-
ryone who might be interested in this topic to attend. It is 
open to all. Light refreshments will be served. 

We host the coffee hour on October 16. Stayed tuned for 
this one! Hotdogs are involved. 

Our 67th annual LUNCHEON AND BAKE SALE will 
be held on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10 from 11am-
2pm. This year we are not taking pre-orders. Prepackaged 
pastries and spinach/cheese pie will be available for pur-
chase on that day and on SATURDAY, NOV. 12, 10am-
1pm. 

We hope to encourage you who work in offices, schools 
or situations where you can promote our lunch to post a 
flyer. Perhaps offer to pick up lunches for your coworkers. 
Take out is available. If we're really lucky, maybe we can 
get some volunteers to deliver. Anyone willing to deliver 
please see Alexis Voutstaras. 

Look for the volunteer sign-up sheets. We made this event 
"leaner" but not meaner. 

We still need everyone's help to make it a success. 

Mark your calendar! Parish Christmas Potluck is MON-
DAY, DEC. 5. 6pm at the church. 
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Announcements 

City Rescue Mission Yellow Barrel 

For October and November our yellow barrel will be col-
lecting your gifts of Men’s Undershirts, especially sizes 
XL and XXL for those at the Lansing City Rescue Mis-
sion.   Many thanks to those of you who consistently 
demonstrate true Christian love by supporting those in 
need! 

 

Attention singers, dancers, musicians, poets, and actors young and 
old! We are looking for a few short acts for the Philoptochos 
Christmas dinner, on Monday, December 5. After a delicious meal 
and wonderful conversation, we top off the evening with some 
Christmas-themed entertainment. Generally the performances 
takes place around 7:30 or 8:00. If you would like to submit an act 
or if you have questions about suitability, please call or email Jan 
Munk (517-372-5062 or janice.munk@yahoo.com). Thanks so 
much.  

BAKE SALE INFORMATION 

NOV. 10 

11am -2pm 

Ticket $12 

No pre-orders. 

Luncheon includes pastistio, Greek salad, choice of 

spinach or cheese pie and dessert. 

Prepackaged pastries will be available for sale, along 

with spinach/cheese pie, on that day and on Saturday, 

Nov. 12 from 10am-1pm. 
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Advertise in the Lamplighter! 
$100/yr (parish member in good standing) 

$300/yr (approved non-member) 
Six issues per year, must be print-ready 

AHEPA  
By Chuck Hillary 

The AHEPA parish picnic held on Labor day, September 

5 was attended by 60 + people. Hot dogs, pulled pork, 

chicken, pizza and all the other eats were thouroghly en-

joyed by everyone. 

Thank you goes out to Jim Setas for the great produce, 

and to our president Vackis Nicolaou who continues to 

organize this wonderful event for our parish. 

We thank all of you who donated to the AHEPA scholar-

ship fund. Your gifts added $350 to the fund.  Very much 

appreciated. 

Our chapter sent a second gift to our region 10 that will 

help purchase a truck load of milk to be distributed to the 

children that were affected by the water crisis in Flint.  

Enjoy the fall weather.   

Sunday School Thanks You 

The Sunday school received many gifts this summer to update 
and renovate our classrooms. 

You may have noticed from the frequent churchings and bap-
tisms lately that our parish is experiencing a baby boom.  Due to 
a larger number of children ages three to six, we created a new, 
spacious, preschool room across from the rest rooms in the 
education wing.  Furnishing this room with hands-on materials 
and items to create a prayerful atmosphere in the classroom was 
made possible due by several generous donations. 

First, a huge thanks to Ann and Garry Grimm for the majority 
of the furnishings in the preschool room.  Ann donated tables, 
shelves, cubbies, area rugs, fabric and many other items from 
her former elementary classroom.  She and Garry labored count-
less hours to disassemble, transport and reassemble the furni-
ture.  Ann and her daughter Maura are also painting some of our 
special manipulative materials. 

We are grateful to Sam Vosovic for building two child-size icon 
stands, and thank Sam and Dee for donating the materials for 
these. 

We also thank another talented woodworker, Ted Samra, for 
rebuilding and refinishing two large wooden shelving units, as 
well as crafting small vestment stands and a replica of the Upper 
Room.  Thanks to Ina Samra for her support too. 

Another labor of love is being done by Sarah Osborn who is 
sewing miniature vestments and cloths matching the liturgical 
colors used in Church to cover our icon and candle stands, 
Scripture lectern and special tables.  Thanks Sarah and Nate for 
your help. 

Feel free to come see the preschool room after Divine Liturgy 
and experience the beauty of these parishioners’ gifts to all of us. 
The fruit of their labors to bring an experience of Church in the 
classroom was shown by one child who told his parents after his 
first day in the preschool room that he really liked his “prayer 
school.” 

The Sunday School also thanks an anonymous donor of a video 
display unit and moveable stand, enabling the older classes to 
have quick access to visual aids and watch educational Orthodox 
videos.  

Finally, we thank  Philoptochos and AHEPA for their generous 
monetary donations which made it possible to purchase many 
additional materials to equip our classrooms. 

If you are able to help us, we still need:   

--a floor lamp 

--laptop computers or I-pads  

--a rocking chair for the nursery 

--someone to sew and alter the costumes for the Christmas pro-
gram 
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September 15, Thursday was such a great day.  It was 

exciting watching our priest and church members 

working hard together getting out the gyro meals to 

all the buyers who clogged our parking lot. There was 

lots of laughter, sharing stories and friendship. 

I call this true stewardship. It’s a way of life, which    

acknowledges accountability, and responsibility be-

fore God. The purpose of the steward’s offering of 

time, talents, and treasures is to support, maintain and 

grow the spirituality and mission activity of our par-

ish. An Orthodox Christian steward is an active par-

ticipant in the life of the church. When the gyro re-

port is complete you will be very happy with the re-

sults. It was wonderful watching stewardship in ac-

tion. 

We are coming into the fall of the year with three 

months left to reach our stewardship goal of 

$334.156. We are ahead of the last two years in 

pledges now standing at $266,328.  Total pledges paid 

is $196,607 approximately 74%.  We have a challenge 

o v e r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  b u t 

working the gyro drive showed me we can meet and 

beat the challenge if we work together. Your steward-

ship commitment is a testimony of your dedication to 

your own spiritual growth and it allows you to partici-

pate in the work of God.  Thank you for your dedica-

tion to our parish. 

God bless you and your loved ones. 

Charles Hillary, Stewardship Chair 

Gyro Drive = Stewardship Odyssey 

Welcome to the new school year 2016-17!  

Odyssey Program promotes Greek Language & Culture 

thru different classes and cultural events during the year 

for a variety of skill levels and age groups.  

Our program offers Introductory classes for K-12 students as 

well as college and adults. Intermediate classes will also be 

offered to these age groups, along with our popular adult 

Greek conversational class.  

If you are interested in learning Greek or just improving 

your Greek language skills, the Odyssey Program offers an 

enjoyable learning setting for you. Language is taught by 

incorporating and exploring important features of Ortho-

doxy, Greek culture and tradition. 

Attention:  Several area high schools and colleges now 

provide credits for successful participation in the Odyssey 

Program. Odyssey participants who have passed the Greek 

language proficiency test have placed out of introductory 

Modern Greek classes at the college level. 

It is still time to be enrolled. If you have any question/

concern please free to call the church’s office at (517) 482-

7341 or Zana Litos at (517) 349-2966 

Forthcoming Odyssey Events:  

Sunday October 2:  Loukoumades (Fundraising)  

Saturday, October 22: OXI Day Program Rehearsal at 

Noon. (1 hour at large social hall) 

Sunday, October 23:  OXI Day Program, right after the 

liturgy, during coffee hour. 

Friday, October 28: Halloween Party 

Update on "Planning for the Future Survey:"  The Next Step                             by Hiram Fitzgerald and George Mansour 

During the months of February through June, the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Community (HTGOC) participated in the needs as-
sessment process titled "Planning for the Future Survey."  This activity was commissioned by the Parish Council as a way of obtaining 
and compiling parishioners' perceptions of HTGOC and their desired priorities for the parish.  All parishioners above the age of 14 
were encouraged to participate in this process. 

The survey's data have now been analyzed and a report to all members of the community was issued either electronically or by the US 
Postal Service.  A copy of the reports and all the data are on file in the parish office should a parishioner not have received a copy.   

The report and the data were formally presented to the Parish Council at its meeting of July 25.  It is our understanding that the Parish 
Council will now undertake its discussion of the study and decide how the parish should proceed to make good use of parishioners' 
views and priorities expressed in the survey. 
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Pastoral Reflection, continued 
Her withdrawal from public life was gradual, and I cannot 

say who left us first, she or her sister.  The two of them 

used to be inseparable.  I can only tell you that their depar-

ture began about the same time that the Tugging Game 

started in our society. 

 

In Greek she went by the unusual name Semnóteta.  Most of 

know her better by her English name: Modesty.  Modesty 

was so much a part of our lives when I was younger.  But 

she is gone now, and we never had a fitting send-off for 

her, or for her sister Chastity. 

 

*        *        * 

 

I REALIZED the need for this eulogy while talking with my 

father-in-law at a high school football game.  He noticed 

that teenage girls dress differently in public nowadays than 

they did a couple of decades ago.  (Or maybe we should say 

that they underdress.)  And then, at just about the same mo-

ment, the East Lansing team was penalized fifteen yards for 

unsportsmanlike conduct.  The infraction?  Trash-talking 

by our running back after he made a big gain. Despite the 

damage the young man did to his team, the coach left him 

in the game.   

 

Right then, it hit me like a brick. Modesty is dead.  Immodesty 

lives and reigns and rules the world.  Or American society, 

at least.   

 

I am old enough to remember when it was different.  

Frankly, I liked it better then.  Immodesty strikes me as 

childish, needy, … desperate even.  Me, me, me!  Pay atten-

tion to me!  Be impressed by me!  Like me! Want me!  Love 

me! 

 

The word “modesty” means two things which at first seem 

unrelated, but are in fact two sides of the same coin.  Mod-

esty can mean dressing and behaving in ways that do not 

draw attention to oneself.  Modesty can also mean not 

holding or expressing an overly high opinion of one’s own 

talents or assets.  Insecure women tend to be immodest in 

their manner of dress, or in the flirtatious way they carry 

themselves around men.  Insecure men tend to be immod-

est in the way they brag and dominate the conversation and 

remind everyone of their accomplishments and abilities.   

 

But all immodesty comes from the same inner weakness: 

the drive to find one’s value, one’s worth, in the eyes of 

other people instead of from within one’s own being as a 

child of God, formed in the divine image.  Christ spoke 

often against those who loved the praise of men more than 

the praise of God (John 12:43).  Modest people have a kind 

of self-possession and composure.  There is not that needy 

look in their eye, the look of them trying to figure out 

whether you are noticing them (and approving).   

 

I am not fooled in this day and age by the trash talk of ath-

letes or the braggadocio of politicians.  I do not regard 

them as confident, capable men.  I hear them as needy little 

boys with huge daddy issues.  Their immodesty tells me 

that instead of seeking to please their Heavenly Father, they 

are still trying vainly to impress their absent earthly father 

(as they look for him in the eyes of other people). They 

can’t grow past the disappointments of their upbringing; 

they are stuck in childhood.  Immodesty signals immaturity. Im-

modesty signals insecurity. 

 

Heaven help me, I know I will catch all hell for writing this 

…  At that same football game there were a few Muslim 

girls.  They were dressed modestly, as their religion teaches.  

I am not talking about burkas or chadors.  I mean simply 

wearing long pants and normal shirts instead of shortie-

shorts and halter-tops.  These girls walked with a poise and 

self-assurance that their Christian counterparts seemed not 

to have.  They did not strike me as oppressed.  Indeed, they 

seemed liberated from having to seek the attention of oth-

ers all the time.   

 

I am not the Fashion Police, but I once asked the senior 

girls up at our Church Camp in Rose City: What’s up with 

the way that you dress for church?  Do the hems have to be 

so high, and the necklines so low?  Their answer: By the 

standards of high school, that’s dressing conservatively.  

We are toning it down when we come to church.  And … 

girls dress to impress other girls, not the boys.  News to me 

… 

 

Long story short—in the Orthodox Church, 

Continued... 
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Pastoral Reflection, continued 
we have not succeeded even a little in teaching our children 

to resist peer pressure.  They are too afraid of being 

mocked for dressing differently; thus they only wear the 

(relatively) modest articles in their wardrobe while away 

from the eyes of their classmates—at church. (Where, look-

ing down on them from the walls, are icons of saints who 

sacrificed their lives for Christ rather than lose their purity. 

Our Orthodox kids today won’t even endure some teasing.)   

 

The fact is, they would rather be uncomfortable than un-

popular!  They would prefer to underdress for a football 

game and shiver with cold when the sun goes down rather 

than clothe themselves sensibly.  I mentioned earlier the 

Tugging Game.  I saw this game being played last week, 

when I went to a comedy show at the Wharton Center.  It 

was an event that appealed to a younger crowd, and so the 

dress code was to show lots of skin and tattoos.   

 

On either side of my group were women in short skirts and 

“fashionable” tops. They were clearly uncomfortable and 

constantly fidgeting, yanking on the edges of their gar-

ments, trying to cover a half-inch more, here or there.  

That’s the Tugging Game. And now that I have made you 

aware of it, you will see it going on constantly.  In the row 

in front of me, however, was a woman in a long dress that 

was modest yet flattering.  She seemed at ease the entire 

time.  And she felt no compulsion to clamp her arms across 

herself tightly when the air conditioning came on. 

 

*        *        * 

 

THE POET BYRON wrote an ode to a woman who “walks in 

beauty like the night.”  Byron was an immoral man and an 

infamous libertine, but even he was awestruck by a woman 

who, out of goodness and innocence, carried herself with 

poise and serenity.  Hers were not the ways of gaudiness, 

but of quietness and self-possession.  She was modest in 

both senses of the word, and beautiful in that modesty.  

 

May this virtue dwell among us again as Orthodox Chris-

tians, seeking to please God alone and not those around us.  

Saint Paul shows us the way (Romans 12:1-3):   

 

I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is 

the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  For by the 

grace given to me I bid every one among you not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 

each according to the measure of faith which God has assigned him. 

 

May God raise up the fair maiden Modesty to be our wise 

companion and counselor once more!  Amen.   

 

 

Greeks and the Invection of    

Democracy 

 

(No, that’s not a typo.) 

 

The time has come for me to confide in you: I can’t stand 

royalty.  I hate the whole idea of a hereditary monarchy.  

And when I first learned in grade school about the “Divine 

Right of Kings,” it made me queasy. 

 

In particular, I cannot abide the House of Windsor and 

America’s fascination with them.  Their inbred faces stare 

out at me from the magazine racks while I’m in the check-

out line at the grocery store, and they disgust me.  I don’t 

care about their English antics.  I don’t care about their 

royal weddings or their tawdry flings.  I don’t care about 

their fancy outfits or their fabulous wealth.  In detesting the 

British monarchy, I may not be a typical American, but I 

think I am a good one. 

 

The question is: does this make me a bad Orthodox Chris-

tian? 

 

Some would say so.  This will come as a surprise to many 

of you, but there are voices in the Orthodox Church which 

say that the only legitimate form of government in Ortho-

dox theology is a monarchy.   God is the sole ruler in 

heaven, they tell us; and so it should be on earth as in 
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Pastoral Reflection, continued 
heaven: one king to rule.  Coronation is, after all, one of the 

secondary sacraments of the Orthodox Church. Most of 

these voices come from the Russian Orthodox tradition 

and from folks who pine for the “good old days” of the 

Tsars.   

 

But what about the Fathers of the Church? Surely the theo-

logians who suffered under the persecutions of Roman 

Emperors could not have been fans of monarchy, could 

they?  

 

Actually … many were.  They traced a direct connection 

between monotheism (belief in one God) and monarchy 

(government under a single ruler).  Saint Gregory the Theo-

logian taught (Theological Oration III.2), “The three most an-

cient opinions concerning God are anarchy, polyarchy (i.e. 

oligarchy), and monarchy. The first two are the sport of the 

children of Greece, and they may continue to be so. For 

anarchy is a thing without order: and polyarchy (the rule of 

several) is divisive, and therefore anarchical and disorderly. 

Both these lead to the same thing, namely disorder; and 

disorder leads to disintegration; for disorder is the first step 

to disintegration. But monarchy is what we hold in honor.”   

 

Lest the point of this passage be lost on the modern reader, 

you should know: when Saint Gregory says “anarchy,” he 

means “democracy.”  He would say that democracy and 

disorder go hand in hand.  The children of Greece, as he 

condescendingly speaks of classical Athens, played their 

little games with their democracies.  Let us Christians leave 

all that nonsense behind, he says.  

 

These sentiments might get up the dander of many Greek 

Orthodox Christians. (Believe me, I do not advocate a re-

turn to monarchy!) We are often told in church settings 

that democracy is part of our Hellenic heritage, one of the 

“eternal Hellenic values”; that democracy is one of the 

greatest achievements of Greek civilization; that democracy 

was incorporated into Christianity from the earliest years; 

that our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America merges 

the finest traditions of Orthodoxy and Hellenism in its de-

mocratic governance through Parish Councils, Metropolis 

Councils, and Archdiocesan Councils.   

 

So say the philhellenes in our midst.  The only problem is 

… they seem unaware that the fiercest critics of democracy 

were those they revere as the wisest Greeks.  You cannot 

both praise the wonders of Hellenic philosophy and also 

extol the glories of Athenian democracy. The two are dia-

metrically opposed to each other.  

 

It was, after all, a democratic assembly that condemned 

Socrates to death (in no small part because Socrates was so 

critical of the “democracy” he lived under, which he rightly 

saw as just a ruse of the oligarchs working behind the 

scenes to orchestrate their own agenda through popular 

ballots).  Aristotle was largely pessimistic about democracy, 

but allowed that it might just work in a country with people 

of a certain moral character (farm-folk, actually); but that 

otherwise, democracy itself was a form of tyranny.   Plato 

was the most skeptical: he considered democracy to be the 

inevitable precursor of demagoguery and dictatorship.   

 

Bottom line: if you actually read what the Greeks thought 

about democracy (instead of ignorantly waving the vague 

banner of “Hellenic values”) you see that the most 

thoughtful Greeks poured scalding invectives on the con-

cept of democracy.   What Saint Gregory the Theologian 

said in a subsequent century was true: the Greeks “played 

with” democracy for a while, but only for a while.  They 

invented it, but even they abandoned it.  

 

So which is our “eternal Hellenic value”?  Democracy?  Or 

the repudiation of democracy? 

 

Many of us have been led to believe the following things as 

Greek Orthodox Christians in America: 

 

 Democracy is ordained by God as the best form of 

government in the world. 

 In America, the Church should be run as democ-

ratically as possible. 

 We have a duty to participate fully in our civic de-

mocracy by voting. 

 You should not “waste” your vote by boycotting 

the two major parties. 
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Pastoral Reflection, continued 
Orthodox theology teaches none of this, not even by impli-

cation. 

 

Every four years I try to remind you of a verse from Saint 

Paul’s First Epistle to Timothy (5:22).  It has to do with 

ordaining clergymen, but there is more general principle 

behind it:  

 

“Lay hands quickly on no man, neither participate in another man’s 

sins.  Keep yourself pure.” 

 

The idea is this: when you appoint someone to a position, 

you bear a share of responsibility for that person’s deeds.  

Be very careful about whom you put into office.   

 

For an Orthodox Christian in a democracy, the parallel is 

clear: be very slow to give your vote to any candidate.  You 

will bear a share of responsibility for that person’s deeds. 

 

Bottom line: You have a right not to vote.  You have no obliga-

tion to participate in the sins of a candidate by electing him 

or her.  You have a third choice besides picking the lesser 

of two evils—the choice to leave your ballot blank.  If there 

are no worthy candidates, you can abstain from voting for a 

particular office.  whole the premise that “ouAnd 

you can abstain from voting altogether.  And in doing so, 

you are not being untrue either to Orthodox theology or 

the Hellenic heritage.  If you do choose to vote … know 

very, very well who or what you are voting for.   

 

We have been brainwashed to believe that standing aloof 

from politics is irresponsible.  In our dreadful naïveté, we 

have swallowed r vote can make a difference” in the direc-

tion of the country.  Such gullibility is unbecoming for a 

disciple of Christ (Matthew 10:16), especially after the last 

fifteen years. 

 

Let these words of Fr. Michael Azkoul dispel the fog: 

 

“… An Orthodox Christian is faced with the dilemma of living in a 

society which is basically hostile and alien to him. Of course, we must 

honor the president, obey just laws and do no harm to any man. Yet 

we cannot allow ourselves to become an intrinsic part of secular society. 

The early Christians were accused of being "anti-social" because they 

would not become involved in the affairs of the pagan Roman Empire, 

so we must expect the same reproach.” 

 

“Keep yourself pure,” the Apostle says.  The world around 

us has always despised those who do.  As Greek Orthodox 

Christians, we should be the most prepared for the hatred 

of a disordered and disintegrating society.  It was a jury 

vote that doomed Socrates and the consensus of a council 

that condemned Christ.   If nothing else, our heritage of 

Christianized Hellenism should teach us a deep distrust of 

the pretensions of democracy so-called.  Vote accordingly! 

 
 
 








